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Visit our Website:   

www.ocuuc.org 

O R A N G E  C O A S T  U N I T A R I A N  

U N I V E R S A L I S T  C H U R C H   

Sunday Services: 10:30am   

Rev. Sian Wiltshire, Minister 

2845 Mesa Verde Drive East,  

Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
www.ocuuc.org  

email: uu@ocuuc.org  
Telephone: 714-556-2882 

 

 

Sunday Services in June: 

June 7th ▪ “Flower Communion!” ▪       

Rev. Sian, Rev. Judy and Rica Kaufel 

June 14th ▪ “Draw the Circle Wide” ▪   

Rev. Sian 

June 21st  ▪ “Gifts and Growth” ▪     

Rica Kaufel 

June 28th ▪ “Principled” ▪                     

Rev. Lee Marie Sanchez 
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at 10:30am (on Zoom) 
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(continued) 

 

I have stepped into this role as your interim 
president. My sincere hope is for the speedy 
and full recovery of our President, Debra 
Quam, who has been out on a medical leave. 
Debra stays in touch and I try not to bother her 
during this time, but I know she follows the 
emails and notices. She just can’t help herself. 
We all look forward to seeing her back soon. 

Many thanks to everyone who has been so 
helpful to me personally during this time as 
well as to the congregation during difficult 
times. We seem to be at our best when we are 
most challenged. 

 

Tom Loughrey 

Interim President 

 

 

Announcing . . . Annual 

Meeting June 14 by Zoom 

 

 

 

The President’s Perspective  

Thomas Loughrey, Board President  

I somehow thought retirement would look 
something different than this. Oh well. As my 
friend Sheri has told me, “We make plans; God 
laughs”. May has been quite busy as we deal 
with all the end of year activity compounded by 
the open questions of when and how and if we 
can re-open for whatever the new normal looks 
like. PUG has met to talk about these issues 
with no clear resolution yet. We know it won’t 
be soon and there may be many restrictions on 
how we meet once we are able. 

This is budget time. Meg Wilson, our VP for 
Finance has worked to produce a balanced 
budget for the next year. We are very fortunate 
that membership and friends have stepped up 
and made pledges for the year that exceed our 
current year. Wow! We need this because our 
rental revenue will be down sharply until our 
renters re able to return to their programs. 

Planning is underway for the annual 
congregation meeting on June 14th. We will be 
doing Zoom for the meeting and it will begin 
shortly after the service on that day. We hope 
all members will participate. We will be voting 
on the budget and our new trustees and 
officers for the Board as well as a new Steward 
and new members of the Nominating 
Committee. We will need to organize things 
somewhat differently for a Zoom call, but we 
are actively working on it to make sure it runs 
smoothly and effectively for our business. 

(continued) 
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Sian’s Shenanigans 

As many of you are very aware, there is a lot of 
talk in the news about “opening” of churches. 
What does that mean for OCUUC? It will mean 
a lot of things. First, you need to understand 
that OCUUC will be using federal, state and 
municipal guidelines as a bare minimum. We 
will also be following the dictates of science 
and Love in making our decisions. As I 
mentioned recently in a service, we will not 
gather for Sunday worship until we can all 
gather. We need to take care of our most 
vulnerable.  

But that doesn’t mean that there won’t be 
opportunities for gathering together in small 
groups at some point. The leadership and I are 
working on what that might mean. We are 
brainstorming ideas and how to keep everyone 
safe. We don’t want anyone left out, but also 
those feelings in tension with giving people 
agency over their own decisions. Bear with us 
as we wrestle with these ethical tensions. We 
are also going to start communicating in the 
Blast more so you understand what we are 
doing. 

I want to make one thing clear: The work of the 
church is essential. Loving and caring for one 
another is essential. The work of justice is 
essential. The nurturing of our souls is 
essential. And you are essential. And that is 
why we have never actually closed. We are, 
and always have been, open.  

 With love,, 

Rev. Sian 

 

Worship in June 2020: 

Please note that given the changing nature of 
our quarantine, topics may change to address 
the needs of our times. Below are topics 
currently being considered: 

 

June 7th: Flower Communion! Yes, we are 

doing Flower Communion! How can we do that 

online, you may ask. Come find out! It’s going 

to be a fun service for all ages. Rev. Sian, Rev. 

Judy and Rica Kaufel 

 

June 14th: Draw the Circle Wide. We have, 

very necessarily, been hunkering down, 

figuring out how to do worship online, how to 

care for one another, how to, how to, how to… 

Now is the time that we turn our gaze outward. 

The work of the church is essential – for 

ourselves and our communities. Rev. Sian  

Annual Congregational Meeting following 

the service, on Zoom at 11:45am.  

 

June 21st:  Gifts and Growth. Please join 

Rica and her intern committee for her last 

service at OCUUC!  Rica Kaufel 

 

June 28th: Principled. This sermon will 

explore the history of how our principles came 

to be, how we understand them, how we may 

apply them to our lives and perhaps make it 

easier to answer our questions!  Rev. Lee 

Marie Sanchez  
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Random Kindness 

Religious Education News 

 

Compassion is our theme this month. I learned 
the distinction between empathy and 
compassion from reading our Soul Matters 
materials. “Compassion (to suffer with) is an 
innate part of human response to suffering, 
which is comprised of a three-part experience 
of noticing another’s pain, feeling with another 
(empathy), and responding in some way.” So, 
compassion is feeling with and then acting on 
alleviating suffering. It’s the action part that 
makes compassion different. When I read that 
it made me even more proud of the members 
of our Youth Group and the worship service 
they did on Church as Change Agent. They 
feel so much for the suffering of others and are 
called and are calling us to step forward into 
that pain. They want to salve the wounds of the 
world, get to the root causes and change the 
conditions. We are going to talk over the 
summer about how to do that, especially as it 
applies to homelessness.  

This is the time of year to celebrate our 
children and youth for how they have grown 
and all that they have learned. We blessed the 
rising 8th graders Jackson Huang, Miles 
Martinez and Bennett Penney during the youth 
worship service. They will be joining our 
amazing Youth Group. We will celebrate the 
young children and middle schoolers during 
Flower Communion and give them an 
opportunity to tell us what they think is 
important about church. Make a sign, take a 
picture and send it to me for our June 7 
Sunday service. Please also make a video as 
per Music Director, Beth Syverson’s directions 

The children and youth have been guided and 
supported by an enthusiastic and dedicated 
group of volunteer teachers! This church is 
ever so fortunate to have them. PreK-3rd 
grade: Tatiana Houser, Jazzie Pendarvis, Julie 
Crawford, Briana Malone, Yulis Ayton and 
 

(continued) 

 

 
 

 
(continued) 

 

 
 
 
Jacques Kilchoer. The 4th-7th grade team: 
Cindy Baker, Jacques & Elizabeth Kilchoer, 
Gabrielle Block, Betty Hogan, Maria Goode 
and Jonathan Magoon Pearson. Youth Group 
leaders are Intern Minister Rica Kaufel, Birdie 
Reed, Rob Gordon, Dale Osborne and Rob 
Penney. I am grateful to get to know and work 
with such generous souls! 

This is a month of celebrations. On June 7 we 
will celebrate Flower Communion as a whole 
congregation. Children and youth will attend 
the Sunday service (no RE classes). You are 
all invited to take part with still pictures of 
children and middle schoolers sharing what is 
important about Religious 
Education/Exploration and by sending us a 
flower sharing video. On June 14 we will 
celebrate Pride Month and on June 21 we will 
celebrate a reenactment of the Poor People’s 
March on Washington led by the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. The reenactment is 
being organized the Rev. Dr. William Barber II. 

With a spirit of compassion and celebration 

 

Rev. Judy 
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Music Notes 

By Beth Syverson 

 

Music has saved my life many times. It gave me 
a voice when I was a painfully shy child. It's 
given me companionship when I've felt alone. It 
connects me to my spiritual path. And it brings 
me peace and joy when sometimes very little 
else will.  I wonder if music or other art forms 
have been saving your life lately, with the 
pandemic weighing heavily on all of us. What 
can we do as a church community to provide 
you more engagement with music (as a listener 
or performer)? 

If any of you would like to incorporate singing 
into your spiritual practice, or if you're looking to 
work on a new skill, join Orange Coast Choir 
every Thursday night. We'll be rehearsing 
Thursday 7:30-9pm on Zoom, and we will 
practice through the whole summer this year. 
No experience necessary. It's impossible to 
sing together as a group on Zoom until 
someone invents a solution for the internet 
latency issue. But we are still able to work on 
our singing skill: we exercise our voices, learn 
music theory, and listen to amazing music 
together. Plus, we build a beautiful sense of 
community and loving support together. 

One way to get more UU music into your 
system is to find (or make your own) playlists. 
YouTube has a playlist called Unitarian 
Universalist Songs for Worship & Reflection 
that I highly recommend. (I didn't make this 
playlist, but the first song on the playlist is one 
that our church recorded back in 2008! Check it 
out!) 

 
(continued) 

 
 

 

 
(continued) 

 
 
If you want to get more involved with music at 
OCUUC, or if you'd like to participate behind the 
scenes in any way, please let me know. My 
wish is for everyone to enjoy the magic of music 
as much as I do. 
 
Be safe, be well. You mean the world to me! 

Beth Syverson 
Director of Music Ministries 
MusicDirector@ocuuc.org 

 

 

 

 

mailto:MusicDirector@ocuuc.org
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  Intern’s Corner 

By Rica Kaufe 

 

It is June.  Can you believe it?  I feel like it was 
just March, and then we all stopped leaving our 
homes.  And now it is June!!! 

June is also the last month of my internship with 
you.  Even though at times, when I was juggling 
my work at UCI, my studies at Meadville, and 
the tasks of writing a sermon, preparing a class 
for thee youth, or attending a Board meeting, all 
I wanted was a really long vacation, these two 
church years I have spent with you have 
passed far to quickly.  And we all know that it is 
when you are having fun that time flies! 

I did have so much fun with you. And I learned 
a lot during these two years.  I have grown as a 
minister, and as a person.  I also got to know 
you deeply, as a community, and many of you 
as individuals, and I am so awed by the love, 
grace, compassion, and support you keep on 
extending to me and to each other.  And I also 
saw how you share these acts of love with the 
community – during dinners with Stand Up For 
Kids, for example – and it gave me so much 
hope, because love, grace, compassion, and 
support are exactly what the world needs right 
now.  We are the one’s we’ve been waiting for! 

Once a ministry ends (even if it’s just a baby 
ministry like my internship!), it is best practice 
that minister breaks contact with the 
congregation for a good chunk of time, so after 
June 21st, you most likely won’t see me around 
for a while.  But please know that I will miss you 
so much, that I think the world of you, and that I 
will be back eventually! 

 
(continued) 

 
 

 

 
(continued) 

 
 

But:  I am not finished yet!   I have three more 
weeks with you, and I will savor these three 
weeks so very much!  Please, savor them with 
me!  Even if we cannot be with each other in 
person and I cannot hug you goodbye, reach 
out and be in touch during these three weeks, 
regardless if we have talked many times, or if 
this is the first time.  Come to my breakfast 
group on Wednesday mornings, write me an 
email – I would love to hear from you, and I will 
do my best to reach back! 

With love, 

Rica 
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Morning at De Benneville Pines 

 

 

Volunteers at deBenneville Pines 

 

June Plateshare – de Benneville Pines 

This month’s Plate Share is for our Unitarian 
Universalist Camp deBenneville Pines in 
Angeles Oaks, California.   

Our Mountain Camp exists for all of us, 
providing much needed respite from our daily 
lives, and has been in operation since the 
1960’s.  COVID-19 has dealt a severe blow to 
the Camp with resulting cancellations of all 
Spring 2020, June and July 2020 and most 
likely other Summer 2020 camp experiences.   

The financial implications are enormous with 
already over $160,000 of lost revenue.  This 
number is expected to increase several fold if 
all summer camp events are cancelled.   

Our Unitarian Universalist Camp provides 
children, teens and adults of all beliefs and 
identities an environment for centering, solitude, 
fresh air, a welcoming community of peers, art, 
music, yoga and the chance to make lasting 
friendships in a mountain top setting.  Many of 
us here at OCUUC attended Camp as kids, and 
as adults have also experienced wonderful 
times.   

Please give generously to help our mountain 
retreat remain viable and available for 
generations to come.  If you currently have 
recurring donations to Camp, consider 
increasing the amount.  If you do not donate to 
Camp, now is the time to take this into 
consideration.  Contact Janet James at 909-
794-2928 or visit the web site at 
(https://www.uucamp.org/).   

As Janet James, Camp Director recently stated, 
Camp provides “…programs designed to bring 
people close together and develop heartfelt 
connections.”  Just what all of us will need 
when we can safely return to our mountain 
home.  

 

 

 

The Orange County Justice Fund (“OCJF”) was 
founded in 2017 by a coalition of immigration 
law professors, attorneys, and grassroots 
organizers in Orange County. The purpose of 

https://www.uucamp.org/
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Notice of Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 at 11:45AM  

 

Pursuant to the Bylaws, the OCUUC Board calls for 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation to convene on 

Zoom Video Conferencing via https://zoom.us/j/3931579606  

 

Agenda: 

1. Call to order; Determination of a quorum (20% of eligible members) 

2. Chalice Lighting and reflection 

3. Approval of minutes from Congregational Meetings  June 9, 2019 and 
January 19, 2020 

4. Awards: Shining Stars, Unsung UU, and Joan Gillan Award 

5. Questions/comments regarding annual reports 

6. Election of Officers, Trustees, Stewards and Nominators  

7. Approval of the 2020-2021 budget 

8. New business. 

9. Appreciation and recognition for those elected who are completing their 
service 

10. Installation of Elected Officers, Trustees, Stewards and Committee 
members  

11. Adjournment 

Please note this meeting will be recorded. Only Members may vote. 
If you require assistance, please email admin@ocuuc.org 

 

 

 

 

https://ocuuc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20862635f8e88033f16d1f2d3&id=9b6da6a7c7&e=68c100016a
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Slate of Proposed Nominations from July 2020 up to 2023 
 

*Up for election at this time, others are continuing 
 

 
   
OFFICE TERM ENDS NOMINEE* or INCUMBENT 
 
President 

June 2021 Debra Quam 

 
VP of Finance 

June 2021  Meg Wilson 

VP Programs June 2021  Sarah Hunter* 

 
Recorder 

June 2021 Linda Spery* 

 
Treasurer 

June 2021 Tom Loughrey 

 
Bursar 

June 2021 Katherine Martin 

 
 
TRUSTEES 

 
June 2022 

 
Yulis Ayton* 

  June 2022 Cory Brown* 

  June 2022 Carolina Tercero* 

  June 2021 Joan Ashley 

 
NOMINATORS 

 
June 2021 

 
Maureen McConaghy 

 
  

June 2022 Sunny Harper 

 
  

June 2022 Birdie Reed 

 
  

June 2022 Sue Quam 

 
  

June 2022 April Stilson 

 
STEWARDS 

 
June 2021 

 
Craig Spery 

 
  

June 2022 Marilyn Frenz 

 
  

June 2023 Don Martin* 
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Groups at OCUUC 

Due to COVID-19 outbreak, in person meetings 
are temporarily suspended.   
 
Stay in touch (electronically) and stay safe.  We 
need to physically distance, but in these 
uncertain times, we need social connection 
more than ever. 

 

OCUUC Non-Fiction Book Club 

The Nonfiction Book Club will be meeting on 
June 7 via Zoom at 12:30pm. As usual, each 
person (who wishes to do so) will share a book 
that they have been reading.   

So keep reading!  And stay connected with 
others who also love books and learning about 
new things. 

 

OCUUC Book Club 

Fiction Book Group meets Monday, June 1st at 
7:30pm on Zoom to discuss “One Thousand 
White Women” by Jim Fergus. 

Although fiction, the book is based on a true 
event which occurred in the mid-19th century, 
marrying white women with Indians. 

Please join us for an online discussion.  Marcia 
Hackett & Eva Goodwin-Noriega, co-chairs. 

. 

 

   

 

 

LGBT Action Group 

The LGBT Action group is currently meeting on 
zoom, the second Sunday of each month at 
noon.  In June however, the LGBT meeting is 
pre-empted by the Annual Congregational 
Meeting.  

 

StitchWits 

StitchWits is a group of crafters dedicated to 
creating handmade items for charity.  For more 
information, see StitchWits Facebook page.  

Stitchwits is currently meeting weekly on 
Saturday mornings at 10am on Zoom.  See the 
website calendar for meeting info.  

 

 

Women’s Circle 

The Women’s Circle has also moved into 
cyberspace for the present. They meet on the 
4th Sunday of the month at 12noon.  To stay 
connected in these difficult and isolating times, 
see calendar for zoom link.   

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/OCUUCStitchWits
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Calendar of Events at OCUUC 

Sunday Services: 10:30 am  

 
Monday, June 1st  
OCUUC Book Group, 7:30pm 
 
Tuesday, June 2nd  
Story Time, 5:30pm 
Big Questions, 7pm 
 
Wednesday, June 3rd  
Breakfast and Check in with Rica, 9am 
 
Thursday, June 4th  
Story Time, 5:30pm 
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm 
 
Saturday, June 6th  
Stitchwits, 10am 
 
Sunday, June 7th   
Meditation Group, 9:45am 
Sunday Service, 10:30am 
AHA Group, 12pm 
Nonfiction Book Club, 12:30pm 
 
Tuesday, June 9th  
Story Time, 5:30pm 
 
Wednesday, June 10th  
Breakfast and Check in with Rica, 9am 
Comm. on Ministry, 6pm 
 
Thursday, June 11th 

Story Time, 5:30pm 
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm 
 
Friday, June 12th 

Artists UUnite, 2pm 
 
Saturday, June 13th  
Stitchwits, 10am 
 
Sunday, June 14th 

Sunday Service, 10:30 am 
Annual Congregational Meeting, 11:45am 
 

 
 
 

(continued) 

 
 

(continued) 

 
 
 
Tuesday, June 16th  
Story Time, 5:30pm 
 
Wednesday, June 17th   
Breakfast and Check in with Rica, 9am 
Finance Council, 2pm 
 
Thursday, June 18th  
Story Time, 5:30pm 
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm 
 
Saturday, June 20th  
Stitchwits, 10am 
 
Sunday, June 21st   
Meditation Group, 9:45am 
Sunday Service, 10:30am 
 
 
Wednesday, June 24th  
Comm. on Ministry, 6pm 
 
Thursday, June 25th 

Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm 
 
Saturday, June 27th  
Stitchwits, 10am 
 
Sunday, June 28th 

Sunday Service, 10:30 am 
Women’s Circle, 12pm 
 

 

 

Joys and Sorrows on Sundays 

If you would like to express a profound Joy or 
Sorrow to be read during the service on 
Sunday, please email 
joysandsorrows@ocuuc.org by 9 am on Sunday 
morning. You will also have an opportunity to 
type a response in the Zoomchat. Please note 
that we will not be able to send Joys and 
Sorrows in the Blast each week at this time. 

mailto:joysandsorrows@ocuuc.org
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Orange Coast Unitarian Universalist Church 

2845 Mesa Verde Drive East  

Costa Mesa, CA  92626 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars –  

 

Annual Congregational Meeting: 

Sunday, June 14 11:45am after the 

Sunday Worship Service 
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