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Sunday Services in December: 

December 1st ■ “Blue Holidays” ■ Rica Kaufel 

December 8th ■ “We light this Chalice....” ■  

Rev. Sian  

December 15th ■ “Now I lay me down to 

sleep…” ■ Rev. Sian 

December 22th ■ “There is Light!”■ Rev. Sian  

December 24th ■ Christmas Eve Service  

December 29th ■ “Fire Communion” ■Rev. Judy  
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(continued) 

 

They cut fresh pine boughs, an evergreen 
symbol of life, to lay upon the wheels and, in 
succeeding weeks, as the darkness deepened, 
they added lamps to the wheels in hope that 
each new light would encourage the Sun God 
not to leave them, but to return again. 

Sure enough, it worked.  By the time of the 
winter solstice, with several lamps burning 
brightly, they perceived that ever so slowly, 
even as the days got colder, the light – the Sun 
– was returning. New life would soon follow as 
the ground thawed and the rutted roads 
became mud again, and they could put the 
wheels back on their wagons, take their 
children to the village for festivals, and plant 
grain, and live without fear of starving. 

This tradition of the wheels dressed in 
evergreens and candles, has evolved into the 
current day practice of hanging circular 
evergreen wreaths which are still sometimes 
adorned with lights.   

Our Unitarian Universalists principles help us to 
keep the light shining in our own and each 
other’s lives during December and all 
throughout the year.  As members and friends 
of OCUUC, we can rely on our beloved 
community and our UU principles to help us 
navigate our way through this sometimes 
stressful and sometimes joyful holiday season.  

With best wishes to you all, 

Debra Quam 
President@OCUUC.org 

 

 
 

 

 

The President’s Perspective  

Debra Quam, Board President  

 
Now that the holiday season is in full swing, 
some of us are celebrating the different 
traditions of the season and some of us keep 
our heads down and wait for all the hoopla to 
end. Whichever approach you take, it is almost 
impossible not to notice the signs, sounds and 
sights of the holidays. 

I have heard that December 25 was set as the 
date of Christmas to coincide with the Pagan 
tradition of celebrating the winter solstice 
which occurs every December 21.  Where did 
some of the other traditions originate such as 
Christmas trees, Hanukkah dreidels and gold 
candy, hanging wreaths on doors, mistletoe, 
lights, holly, etc.? 

Here is a story I recently read of how hanging 
wreaths at this time of year may have come 
into practice as a holiday tradition.  

 

Long ago, in a far north country, there was fear 
that when the days got shorter, in the late fall, 
the Sun God was abandoning them. As it got 
colder and darker and the muddy roads turned 
to impassable frozen ruts, fearful people took 
wheels from their now useless wagons and 
hung them from the ceilings of their little huts. 

(continued) 
 

 

 

 

mailto:President@OCUUC.org


 
The REACH – Page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship in December 2019: 

Dec. 1: Blue Holidays Thanksgiving is behind 

us, and Christmas – as well as many other 

holidays from lots of different cultures – is 

coming.  For many, this truly is their favorite 

time of the year.  For others, this is a dreaded 

time.  And some of us find ourselves right in 

the middle, aware of the joy and the weight 

that this season can bring.  This Sunday, bring 

all your feelings, and lay them down with us.  

Rica Kaufel, Intern Minister. 

Dec. 8: We light this Chalice... Across the 

country, Unitarian Universalists light a Chalice. 

We are more interconnected than you might 

realize. Come celebrate our interdependence 

this day. Rev. Sian  

Dec. 15. Now I lay me down to sleep…  

What if you have no place to lay your head? 

Las Posadas is a tradition chiefly celebrated in 

Latin America, Mexico and the United States 

and generally last for nine days. It recounts the 

Christian story where Mary and Joseph look for 

a place to sleep, but are constantly rebuffed. 

Who might Mary and Joseph be today? Who 

cannot find a place at the inn? Rev. Sian 

Dec. 22. There is Light! This Sunday we 

celebrate the Winter Solstice and the returning 

of the sun. Rev. Sian 

Dec. 24. Christmas Eve Service 

 

Dec. 29 Fire Communion. Letting go of the 

past, prayers for the future. Rev Judy 

 

 

Sian’s Shenanigans 

Have you ever felt awe? What does it feel like 

to you? When and where have you felt it? 

Some describe awe as a kind of fear (Its even 

related to the Scandinavian word for fear). It’s 

defined as an overwhelming sense of fear 

(mixed with admiration), produced by 

encountering something beyond ourselves. 

Awe is often used to describe God, if one 

exists. I don’t know about you, but fear is not 

something that I want to feel a God.  And, if 

God is Love, then (as my theology goes), what 

would there to be afraid of?  

For me, awe as that feeling you get when you 

are before something that is so vast, it is 

beyond your understanding. But instead of 

fear, it feels a lot more like love, to me. I got 

that feeling when I stood before the Grand 

Canyon. I get it now when I contemplate the 

vastness of the Universe, or even the beauty 

and miracle of a newborn child. It’s a feeling of 

being completely and utterly insignificant, and 

completely and utterly precious at the same 

time. 

Maybe encountering God (as Love) would be 

sort of scary. Because encountering a love that 

vast, that huge, would break us all open, 

exposing us to all the light and darkness 

inside. Can you imagine?  If it all came out, 

would we still be loved? 

That’s what our Universalist Heritage taught 

us: That we are worthy of love, no matter what. 

And while it might be scary to imagine a love 

that vast, we are working toward creating a 

world that does just that. Maybe it’s a matter of 

letting the love inside of each of us to expand 

out and envelope the world… Wouldn’t that be 

awesome? 

With love, 

Rev. Sian 
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Random Kindness 

Religious Education News 

Our youth raised $264.01 to buy the supplies 

we needed to make 100 First Aid kits for the 

Hearts and Hands interfaith day of service. I’m 

so proud of them!!! And, grateful to you, 

congregation, who supported them! Thank you, 

Judith Stamper for organizing us and buying 

the supplies. Five youth and eight adults, 

including myself, spent much of the day 

assembling our kits and then branching out to 

other projects like making wooden toy cars and 

flannel heating pads with OCUUC StitchWits. 

The most amazing apparatus that I saw was a 

3-D printer that was used to make prosthesis. 

Wow! A meaningful time was had by all. Many 

thanks! 

Our next service project is making goodie bags 

for Stand Up For Kids. Last year we baked 

cookies, got them some chap stick and a few 

fun things. We’ll do that again this year during 

RE time on Sunday, December 22. The youth 

will hold a cookie bake in preparation on 

Friday, Dec. 2 hosted by the Kilchoers.  

 

The holidays are here! We will have an 

intergenerational Christmas Eve service on 

Tuesday, December 24. Just prior to the 

service families are invited for fellowship in the 

FUUN Room. I’m having such a good time 

thinking of all the possible crafts we can make: 

stars, angels, bells and doves, and of course, 

cookie decorating. 

(continued) 

 

 
 

 

 
(continued) 

 

On December 29, the Sunday between 

Christmas and New Year’s, I will lead Fire 

Communion in the sanctuary. Fire Communion 

is a ritual of letting go of the past and setting 

an intention, or offering a prayer, for the future. 

We will not have joys and sorrows on that day. 

While youth and adults are in the sanctuary, 

children will be having their own Fire 

Communion and New Year’s celebration in the 

FUUN Room. 

At this time of year, it feels right to offer 

gratitude to all the volunteers, staff and 

Ministerial Intern who make our Religious 

Education program possible. The RE 

Committee bring vision, creativity and willing 

hands working with me to design our program. 

We have four programs running: Chalice 

Children in the Nursery with staffers Rosa 

Nunez and Bryan Lundholm leading. This is 

new for us and they are bringing creativity, love 

and energy to our youngest UUs.  Love 

Surrounds Us for PreK-3rd grades, teachers 

Yulis Ayton, Julie Crawford, Tatiana Houser, 

Jacques Kilchoer, Briana Malone and Jazzie 

Pendarvis. Riddle and Mystery for the 4th-7th 

Graders, teachers Cynthia Baker, Gabrielle 

Block, Maria Goode, Betty Hogan, Elizabeth 

Kilchoer, Jacques Kilchoer, Jonathan Magoon-

Pearson. Youth Group: Youth Engaged in 

Leadership and Learning, teachers: Rob 

Gordon, Ministerial Intern Rica Kaufel, Dale 

Osborne, Rob Penney, Birdie Reed, Judith 

Stamper. They are all a gift to our congregation 

and I am so grateful to serve with them. 

With love, 

Rev. Judy 
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Intern’s Corner 

By Rica Kaufel 

A few days ago, I was talking to one of my 
seminary buddies.  Her internship is in New 
Mexico, to where she moved from the Midwest, 
and this year, she will spend her second 
Christmas season there.  She said she 
generally really loves New Mexico, but 
Christmas in the heat --- that’s just weird. 

And as she talked about this, I was flooded with 
awe.  Awe at the human capability to adapt, to 
build a home, to blend in.  Because listening to 
my friend reminded me how when I moved to 
California a little over ten years ago, I had felt 
the same.  Palm trees wrapped in Christmas 
lights were pretty and exotic, but not 
Christmassy.  Walking from the warmth into a 
store and hearing “White Christmas” blasted 
from the speakers was paradoxical.  And 
Glühwein, a German mulled wine that had been 
a Christmas flavor for me since… well, not quite 
childhood, but following shortly after – neither fit 
with the California weather nor the general 
environment.  

  

 

But now, California Christmas is home, twinkly 
palm trees and all.  In fact, it feels more like 
home than the wintery Christmases of my 
childhood.  And it is now here that my warm-
weather Christmas traditions give me moments 
of awe and wonder.   

(continued) 

 

 

 

 

 
(continued) 

 

We feel awe when we feel small, but not alone.  
We feel awe when we feel connected to 
something bigger than ourselves.  Awe is when 
the seventh principle manifests itself 
momentarily, when it widens our eyes and our 
perspective and allows us a glimpse of the big 
picture while still firmly and gently holding us 
right where we are, protecting us from getting 
lost in these wondrous swirls.  Awe tells us that 
the universe is grand, and that we belong. 

And sometimes we may feel that we don’t 
belong – for a short while, because we’ve 
moved to a new place that alters what our 
beloved holiday traditions look like, or for 
bigger, more significant, or sadder reasons.  
Sometimes, too, the world does not seem 
wondrous, but drab, or doomed. 

And yet – awe will find you, eventually.  
Because this is a beautiful, wondrous place.  
And you belong. 

With love, 

Rica 

Stand Up for Kids Dinners 

OCUUC will provide dinner for Stand Up for 
Kids on 12/03 (taco bar) and 12/10 (chili).  If you 
would like to help out – either by attending and 
eating with the youths, or by bringing food to 
church the Sunday before, please email 
Rica@ocuuc.org 
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Music Notes 

By Beth Syverson 

'Tis the Season for musicians to be super-busy. 
OCUUC's singers are getting ready for our 
Christmas Eve service plus our annual Winter 
Solstice Singing Ritual. Readers, a drummer, a 
narrator, a singing-bowl player, and behind-the-
scenes volunteers are also helping out with 
those two services. For many of us, rehearsing 
and performing the music of this season brings 
us much joy and peace during this hectic time. 
We hope that our preparations provide you with 
meaningful and thought-provoking worship 
experiences. 

 

On January 19, Orange Coast Choir will be 
participating in the annual MLK UU Choir 
Festival. This year it will be at Neighborhood 
Church in Pasadena. Come join us for this free 
concert honoring Dr. Martin Luther King's 
legacy with 5 or 6 other UU choirs. 

We are looking for ONE more volunteer to help 
run sound on Sunday mornings. All you'd need 
to have is some good ears that can hear if 
someone's too soft or if feedback is blaring. 
We're even willing to do the set-up if you'd be 
just willing to run the board during the services. 

 
 (continued) 

 
 

 
(continued) 

 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: 

This month's Volunteer Spotlight is shining on 
Andrés Trivino, a new choir member this 
season. Besides being an excellent vocalist, he 
is also participating as a drummer -- on Sunday 
mornings, with the choir, with the Winter 
Solstice group, and at special events. Plus, he 
is also a talented graphic designer. He's 
donated his considerable time to create flyers 
and programs for the Interfaith concert and 
other special events. Besides all that, he's just a 
nice guy with lots of interesting insights and 
experiences. Since he's pretty new at church, I 
hope you all will make an effort get to know him 
and his lovely wife Mara. 
 
Musically Yours, 

Beth Syverson 
Director of Music Ministries 
MusicDirector@ocuuc.org 

 Adopt a Family 

This year, OCUUC is once again donating 
Christmas presents to those in need.  We 
adopted an SOS family consisting of the 
parents and five children.  The father, Joshua, 
worked hard to get back on his feet after 
struggling with trauma-related addiction and 
homelessness.  However, at this point he has 
been sober for over a year and is working hard 
to provide for his family.  They were able to 
move into a small house but are lacking many 
basic necessities. 
 
Over the last two Sundays you all have already 
been very generous, signing up to buy presents 
and bringing them to church.  However, there 
are still a few items left on our list, so please 
stop by next Sunday to pick up a tag from our 
adopt-a-family-tree.  Alternatively, you can also 
donate money or scrip. 
 
Thank you so much for your generosity!  
 

mailto:MusicDirector@ocuuc.org
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Christmas Eve Service and Festivities 

 

6pm: Social Hour. Bring simple sweets and 
snacks to share in the Victoria Room.  There 
will be Christmas Activities for the children in 
the FUUn Room adjacent to the Victoria Room.  
 
7pm: Christmas Eve Service in Daniels Hall. 
The service is intergenerational, so all children 
will be in the service with their parents.  There 
will be no childcare on Christmas Eve.   
 

 
 

 

Artists UUnite 

The new Artists UUnite Group at OCUUC is off 
to a great start and all of you creative types are 
invited to join our growing group for the next 
creative work session on Friday, December 13 
from 2-4 p.m. in Suite 4.  Bring a project-in-
progress and art supplies, as well as any news 
you have to share about artist demos, 
workshops, exhibitions, new materials you’ve 
discovered and art books to share.  At the 
November meet-up we created some cards for 
the caring committee and also experimented 
with Yuppo paper, sketched, painted, and 
encouraged one another in our creative 
pursuits.  To find out more, contact Linda Spery 
at lindaspery@gmail.com or (562) 212-5317. 
 

 
 

 
 
Hanukkah Party on Sunday, December 22, 
5:00pm at OCUUC. Food and fun for all ages! 
The meal will be potluck, with latkes provided. 
$5 donation; kids under 12 free. Sign up at the 
Activities table or by email (including what you 
plan to bring) to MaureenM@OCUUC.org." 

 

December Plateshare – Hope n Heart 

Family Grief Center 

 

Hope n Heart Family Grief Center’s mission is 
to provide bereaved children, teens, families, 
and adults grief support, connection and 
resources; offering a pathway to hope and 
healing. Their vision is to see people supported 
in their grief journey, help normalize the grief 
process and create a world where no one has 
to grieve alone. 

One simple act of support to a child who is 
grieving can bring all the difference in their 
world. Death of a loved one is not something 
children know-how "to get over", children have 
to process, find a way to let out their emotions 
in a safe environment and also find a way to 
keep going each day despite the loss of their 
loved one.  

For more information, see 
http://hopenheart.org/ 

 

 

 

 

mailto:MaureenM@OCUUC.org?subject=Hanukkah%20Party
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(continued) 

 
WHAT’S NEXT? 

The PUG will hold a series of monthly Town 
Hall meetings open to everyone in the 
congregation on third Sundays after the church 
service to give congregants an opportunity to 
be updated on the new sanctuary project and 
ask questions that you would like to have 
answered.  The first Town Hall will take place 
in Daniels Hall on December 15 followed by 
a second Town Hall on January 12.  Mark 
your calendars and plan on attending these 
important interactive meetings.   

In addition to the Town Hall meetings, the 
communications plan includes BLAST articles, 
REACH articles and an updated display on the 
kiosk in the courtyard that can be viewed during 
coffee and conversation time.   

Following the first two Town Hall meetings, a 
congregation meeting will take place on 
January 19 after the Sunday service to 
approve the concept of replacing Suites 3-5 
with a new sanctuary building and approve a 
capital campaign.  Additional Town Halls will 
take place on February 16 and March 15 
leading up to a join canvass-capital campaign 
fundraising kickoff on March 22.  Dates for 
campaign events and additional Town Halls 
leading up to the June 14th annual 
congregational meeting will be announced in 
early 2020. 

The year ahead is an important one in the path 
forward for OCUUC.  The PUG (chairs Tom and 
Nancy Loughrey and members Meg Wilson, 
Craig and Linda Spery, Yulis and Jeff Ayton, 
Barbara Morihiro and ex officio members Debra 
Quam and Rev. Sian Wilshire) encourages your 
active participation in all of the upcoming 
meetings to ask questions and voice your 
opinions.  For more information, contact Tom 
Loughrey at tloughrey@mac.com or (714) 878-
2210. 

 

 

New Sanctuary Project Update 

Many of you participated in the “Next Steps” 
weekend September 20-22 when Unitarian 
Universalist consultant Kay Crider led us in 
important discussions about our proposed new 
sanctuary.  After the worship service on the 
22nd, Kay presented her preliminary report to 75 
congregants in attendance and then submitted 
her formal report to the Property Use Group 
(PUG) and OCUUC Board in October.  A link to 
the full unedited report was provided to the 
entire congregation in the October 17 weekly 
BLAST.  Click here to view the report in case 
you missed it. 

 

At the November 23rd OCUUC Board meeting, 
members of the PUG presented 
recommendations to the board based on 
feedback from “Next Steps” weekend 
participants and guidance from Kay’s 
observations and report.  The Board 
unanimously approved the following 
recommendation of the PUG:  

• Authorize the PUG to move forward with 
plans to determine feasibility of replacing the 
building housing suites 3-5 with a new 
sanctuary by moving these plans forward 
and working with the canvass committee for 
a combined capital and operating campaign. 

• Call a congregation meeting for January 19th 
to approve capital campaign for the purpose 
of a new sanctuary. (This next phase of the 
capital campaign will build upon the 
$550,000 already pledged during the initial 
year.) 

(continued) 
 

 

 

mailto:tloughrey@mac.com
https://ocuuc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20862635f8e88033f16d1f2d3&id=9aa4b8779f&e=b4f8037813


 
The REACH – Page 9 

 

 

  

New Member Bios 

GEOFF and YULIS AYTON 
 
Geoff and Yulis Ayton have been coming to the 
Church since the beginning of this year.  

Geoff, is a licensed civil engineer, who grew up 
in Redondo Beach. He grew up without going to 
any church, and developed an existential 
philosophy.  Geoff’s passion is for board games 
and traveling, and he also enjoys reading and 
tinkering with various hobbies. 

Yulis is a licensed architect, grew up Catholic in 
Indonesia, moved to US right after she finished 
high school to continue her study in architecture 
in Oklahoma. Her passion is real estate and 
entrepreneurship. 

They have a 5-year old son, William, who is 
currently in kindergarten.  

 

LYSA DENK 

Lysa Denk lives in Westminster with her 
husband Tom, daughter Sara and their dog, 
Nacho.  She started coming to our Sunday 
services in 2017 when long time member Adam 
Goldman invited her to try it. She is proud to be 
working with our Atheists Humanists and 
Agnostics group to bring in expert guest 
speakers from the community. She is grateful to 
be welcomed into a congregation that values a 
diversity of beliefs. She has never joined a 
church before, but she feels like she's been a 
UU in spirit her whole life and today she's just 
making it official. 

 (continued) 
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.  

ROB PENNEY, CINDY BAKER, AND SONS 
JACKSON AND BENNETT PENNEY 

  
Rob and Cindy met at University of Michigan 
where they were both in graduate school. Cindy 
earned her PhD in Clinical Psychology and Rob 
got a PhD in Sociology. They recently 
celebrated their 20th wedding anniversary. Rob 
has spent his career as a Professor, Union 
Organizer and Director, and Consultant working 
for organizations dedicated to social justice and 
social change and focused on empowerment of 
disempowered communities. In his personal 
time, he indulges an addiction to board games, 
and recently started a small business called 
Fantastical Adventures that provides summer 
camps for kids to help develop their social 
skills, critical thinking and creativity by learning 
and playing Dungeons & Dragons which he 
himself has played since 1983. 

 Cindy is a licensed clinical psychologist with a 
private practice in Newport Beach where she 
sees children, teens, adults and families. Prior 
to opening her practice, she ran the mental 
health division of a health communications 
research firm in the Washington DC area for 
over 10 years. She aspires to have free time 
someday to develop real hobbies but for now 
she enjoys exercising, reading and 
photography.  

Jackson is 16 years old and in 10th grade. He 
plays basketball and soccer, and loves playing, 
writing, and singing music with his guitar and 
with his friends. Last summer Jackson did the 
Counselor in Training program for Camp 
deBenneville Pines and he looks forward to 
becoming a counselor there this summer 
because deBenneville is his happy place.  

 
  

(continued) 
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New Member Bios, continued 

 ROB PENNEY, CINDY BAKER, AND SONS 
JACKSON AND BENNETT PENNEY (CONT) 

Bennett is 12 years old and in 7th grade. He is 
a talented artist who loves drawing and 
developing animation. He also enjoys acting 
classes and playing piano, but is most happy 
when hanging out with friends playing D& D or 
video games.  
Rob and Cindy sought out OCUUC last January 
primarily because they wanted their children to 
be part of a community that espouses values of 
acceptance and social justice but they've been 
surprised by how much they have benefited 
from the community as well. They are both 
volunteering as instructors in the youth 
programs and look forward to getting more 
involved with the community in other ways. 
 

 
 

CAROL KAWASHIMA 
 
Carol has been coming to OCUUC for two 
years, ever since her friend Adam Goldman 
invited her. She immediately felt at home with 
the church’s values. She works as a lighting 
designer. She has a teenage daughter and is 
interested in Social Justice in the school 
system. Her hobby is stand-up comedy! She 
has already volunteered to help out the Caring 
Committee. 

 

 
(continued) 

 
CORWIN (Cory) BROWN 

 
Cory has been a life-long Unitarian Universalist, 
dedicated in the 1950’s at the First UU Church 
of Los Angeles.  His family attended many UU 
churches throughout his grade school and teen 
years so he is a “product” of UU Religious 
Education, which has served him well. 

He has been attending OCUUC since the early 
1990’s. 

He worked in Environmental Health in Orange 
County for 35 years before retiring in 2014.  He 
now works part-time with Orange Coast College 
in Costa Mesa as an Instructor. 

Cory believes that Men’s Support Groups are 
important, and has been on the planning 
committee for the Men’s Renewal Weekend at 
Camp de Benneville Pines each April. He also 
volunteers for two Alzheimer’s non-profit 
organizations.   

He has an Advanced Class Amateur Radio 
license, and enjoys riding a tandem bicycle and 
traveling with the love of his life, April. 
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Women’s Circle – Holiday Party! 

Our Annual Women’s Circle Holiday Party will 
be Saturday, December 14 at noon.  It will be 
held in Suite 4 at the church. All women are 
invited! Please bring a favorite dish to share.  

Contact Peggy Priver at mhpriver@mac.com if 
you would like more information.  

The Women's Circle typically meets in the 
Conference Room on the fourth Sunday of 
each month immediately after the worship 
service (unless a special meeting is 
announced) 

Join the Women's Circle, come by and discuss 
our monthly topic. We create connections with 
other like-minded women, share information 
and share our lives in a caring and safe 
environment. For more information, contact 
women@ocuuc.org. 

 LGBT Action Group 

The LGBTQ Action Group meets in Suite 4 on 
the second Sunday of the month at 
noon.  LGBTQ’s, friends, allies, and supporters 
meet while bringing your own lunch to dream, 
discuss, and plan activities that support the 
LGBTQ community while educating them and 
others with various monthly speakers. Join our 
email list or visit our facebook page, LGBTQ 
Action Group, or contact us via our chair Jan 
Mabie at Janselectrical@gmail.com  

 Atheist Humanist Group 

The Atheist/Humanist Group meets on first 
Sundays at 12:15pm in the Victoria room. This 
is a discussion group supporting humanists, 
agnostics, atheists, deists, and others who view 
human activity as the basis for moral systems, 
and view humans as integral parts of the nature 
of the cosmos. 

 

 

 

OCUUC Fiction Book Club 

Meets Monthly, usually the 1st Monday, at 7:30pm, 
in the Victoria Room. (Call Eva at 949-836-3113 if 
the door is locked (security reasons.) 

The OCUUC Fiction Book Group continues to 
have lively discussions each month. On 
December 2nd, we’ll be discussing Bridge of 
Clay by Markus Zusak. Please join us at 
7:30p.m. in the Victoria Room. 

All are welcome. Co-chairs: Marcia Hackett and 
Eva Goodwin-Noriega. 

For your advanced planning for the next 7 
months, we will be reading the following]: 

• Change of Heart by Jodi Picoult 1/6/20 

• Hotel New Hampshire by John Irvine 2/3/20 

• The Illegal by Lawrence Hill for 3/2/20 

• The Woman in the Window by A. J. Finn 
4/6/20 

• Madam Bovary by Gustave Flaubert 5/4/20 

• 1000 White Women by Jim Fergus 6/1/20 

Love to have you join us! 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE – UU Men’s 

Renewal Weekend 

The Unitarian Universalist Men’s Renewal 
Weekend is April 17 - 19, 2020.  It is held at 
Camp de Benneville Pines in Angeles Oaks, 
CA.  The theme for the weekend is still under 
development.  For more information see Cory 
Brown.   

 

 

 

mailto:mhpriver@mac.com
mailto:women@ocuuc.org
mailto:Janselectrical@gmail.com


 
The REACH – Page 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 In Our Thoughts…  

 
➢ Linda C lit a candle for their oldest son 

turning 61 on November 3. 
 

➢ Franci C was happy to celebrate her 77th 
birthday, October 30th, with family and 
friends.   

 

➢ Sue Q is thankful for parents, Sig and Ellen. 
 

➢ Pat M’s thanks everyone for the sweet get 
well card. She is happy to be at church.  

 

➢ Barbara S shared her concern for her two-
week-old great-nephew Charlie who gave 
his parents a scare when his baby monitor 
showed he was in distress. 

 

➢ Mara C lit a candle of joy for her husband 
Andrés T’s 34th birthday last week. 

 

➢ TJ H lit a candle of joy because her mother 
is visiting from Iowa. and met her daughter 
in law and her grandkids for the first time.  

 

➢ Maureen M lit a candle of joy and sorrow 
after a short visit with her sister and brother-
in-law in Montana. He is 89 and has 
inoperable cancer. 

 

➢ Anna R lit a candle of sorrow for the recent  
deaths of her cousins Jeff  and Glen.  

 

➢ Beth S lit a candle of hope for their son 
Joey, who was placed in a residential 
treatment program.  

 

➢ Judith S lit a candle of sorrow on Veteran’s 
Day. She is remembering her younger 
brother, Ross Stuart R who died before he 
was able to retire from the Army. 

 

➢ Adam G lit a candle of hope. He spent two 
weeks unhoused and then 8 days in the 
psychiatric hospital. He is now staying with 
his parents and doing well. 

 
(continued) 

 (continued) 

 

➢ Jan R lit a candle of joy for becoming a 
mother-in-law.  Step-daughter Joani is getting 
married.  
 

➢ Gabrielle B lit a candle of hope for husband 
Allan who had foot surgery recently.   

 

➢ Betty & Bob H lit a candle of concern for 
their granddaughter and family. Their seven-
year old son has a serious heart defect 
requiring surgery. 

 

➢ Paula P lit a candle of concern for Amber 
who has been recently diagnosed with breast 
cancer. 

 

➢ Katherine M lit a candle of sorrow for Peter 
D-R, her father-in-law, who passed away on 
Saturday at the age of 90.   

 

➢ Meg W congratulated Gail D for her recent 
move to Regent's Point in Irvine. 

 

➢ Joan A is celebrating the birth of a great-
niece, Lillian and looking forward to visiting. 

 

➢ Barbara S also has a new great-niece. 
Elowyn Faye was born on the 20th.  

 

➢ Dolly D had a delightful visit with her 
daughter-in-law, Julia. Dolly is now a Great 
Grandma! 

 

➢ Judith S is happy to have her son, Marshall, 
visiting from Taiwan with his girlfriend, Sibyl. 

 

➢ Simone B lit a candle of gratitude for all 
Veterans, including some in her family, 
especially her brother, a French Marine, 
whose birthday was 11/11. 

 

➢ Karen & Jonathan M-P lit a candle of joy in 
celebrating their son Jayden's 8th birthday 
and their son Derek's 4th birthday this month. 
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Calendar of Events at OCUUC 

Sunday Services: 10:30 am  

Sunday, December 1st   
Meditation Group, Youth Room, 9:45 am 
Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am 
AHA Group, Victoria Room, 12 pm 
Nonfiction Book Club, Victoria Room, 12 pm 

 
Monday, December 2nd 

OCUUC Book Group, Victoria Room, 7:30 pm 
 
Tuesday, December 3rd 

Big Questions, Victoria Room, 7pm 
PUG Meeting, Youth Room, 7 pm 
 
Thursday, December 5th  
Sermon Discussion Group, Victoria Room, 1:30 pm 
WSSR Rehearsal, 6:30 pm 
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 pm 
 
Sunday, December 8th   
Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am 
LGBT Action Group, Suite 4 12 pm 
 
Wednesday, December 11th  
PAC Meeting, Minister's office, 3 pm 
Comm. on Ministry, Minister's Office, 6 pm 
Finance Council, Victoria Room, 6 pm 
 
Thursday, December 12th 

WSSR Rehearsal, 6:30 pm 
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 pm 
 
Friday, December 13th 

Grief and Caregivers Group, Minister's Office, 12pm 
Artists UUnite, Suite 4, 2 pm 
 
Saturday, December 14th  
Women's Circle Holiday Party, Suite 4, 12 pm 
 
Sunday, December 15th 

Meditation Group, Youth Room, 9:45 am 
Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am 
3rd Sunday All Church Potluck, 11:45 am 
Town Hall Meeting, Daniels Hall 12pm 
RECY Comm., Youth Room, 11:45 
 
 
 

 (continued) 

 
 

(continued) 

 
 
Tuesday, December 17th 

Big Questions (Leadership Grp), Victoria Room, 7pm 
 
Wednesday, December 18th 

Board of Trustees, Victoria Room, 7pm 
 
Thursday, December 19th 

WSSR Rehearsal, 6:30 pm 
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 pm 
 
Saturday, December 21st 

Winter Solstice Singing Ritual, 8pm 
 
Sunday, December 22nd 

Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am 
Hanukkah Party, Suite 4, 5 pm 

 
 
Tuesday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve Service, 7pm 
 
 

 
 

 
Wednesday, December 25th 

Christmas Day 
 
Sunday, December 29th 

Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am 
 
Tuesday, December 31st 

New Year's Eve 
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Orange Coast Unitarian Universalist Church 

2845 Mesa Verde Drive East 

Costa Mesa, CA  92626 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars –  

 

Town Hall Meeting – Dec 15 

 

Winter Solstice Singing Ritual – Dec 21 

 

Hanukkah Party – Dec 22 

 

Christmas Eve Service – Dec 24 

 

MLK UU Choir Festival – Jan 19 
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