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201” ■ Rev. Sian
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Rev. Sian
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Intern Minister Rica Kaufel
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Rev. Sian
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The President’s Perspective

(continued)

Debra Quam, Board President

The OCUUC Board of Trustees held their
annual board retreat from 9 AM to 2 PM on
September 25, 2019 followed by the August
board meeting. It was a full and informative
day of discussions and getting to better know
each other. Rev. Sian Wiltshire and our
ministerial intern, Rica Kaufel joined us for the
retreat. The purpose of a Board Retreat is to
get acquainted, set norms, and set the Board’s
priorities for the church year so that we can
work together as a cohesive and active group
of governance and strategy servants for our
OCUUC community.
One of our retreat agenda items was an
update and discussion on the progress of the
Property Use Workgroup which is co-chaired
by Tom and Nancy Loughrey. This group was
formed in April 2019 to better manage the
overall use of our substantial property assets.
As a result of the work of the Property Use
Workgroup, Board and Minister, the Board has
approved hiring Kay Crider, a Stewardship for
Us Consultant, to work with our congregation
to assess where we are in our current
sanctuary campaign and possible next steps.
Kay has nineteen years of professional
fundraising experience and many years of
working with both for profit and nonprofit
entities, including many UU congregations.
Kay will be onsite at OCUUC from September
20 to 22, 2019. She will meet with the Board,
the Property Use Workgroup, the Minister and
staff, the Sanctuary Fundraising team and
other persons with knowledge of our goal to
provide an uplifting sanctuary space to carry
out our congregational mission.

presentation to the entire congregation of
the analysis of the data she has collected.
Please mark your calendars to attend this
presentation.
Also, during the retreat, Reverend Sian led us
in a discussion of the book “The Myth of the
200 Barrier” by Kevin E. Martin which Board
members had been asked to read prior to the
retreat. The book is a study on congregation
church sizes and the traits of the various
church sizes. At this point in time, and as it has
been for most of its existence, OCUUC is a
pastoral sized church. Pastoral sized churches
are representative of the vast majority of
churches in the United States. The book
discusses ways to move from a pastoral sized
church to a program sized church if that is what
the congregation wishes to do. It is an easy
and informative read and I highly recommend
that all OCUUC members read this book on
congregation development.
In addition to the above retreat agenda items,
Meg Wilson, VP of Finance, gave an in-depth
presentation of how OCUUC’s fund raising and
financial systems are structured and
administered.
With very best wishes for a great September for
all of you.

Debra Quam
President@OCUUC.org

Members of the congregation will receive a
brief electronic survey in the week prior to
Kay’s visit. The survey will remain open for a
week after Kay’s visit.
Please note that after the Sunday service
on September 22, Kay will make a
(continued)
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Sian’s Shenanigans

Worship in September 2019:

This month’s worship has two themes:
Expectation and Faith. And of course, it got me
thinking about how those two interplay
together: What do we expect from our faith
tradition of Unitarian Universalism? Is it there
to solve all of our problems? Will going to
church make me a better person? What do I
expect from my church? From Unitarian
Universalism?

Sept. 1: Unitarian Universalism 201. Living
our values and our Unitarian Universalist
Principles is no easy task in this day in age.
What does that even mean? How do we live
into our Principles as Unitarian Universalists on
a day to day basis? Rev. Sian

I love this Faith tradition. It’s definitely for me.
But it’s not perfect. And no Faith Tradition is.
Like most, we strive to live our values in a
world that offers up conflicting moral choices.
Having not grown up in a church, there’s been
a big learning curve to me about what it means
to be part of a religious community and to live
my values. But the one thing that keeps me
going is the people. The more I get to know
you, the more I love you. That’s the way of
relationships – the deeper we go, getting
beyond the “Hi-how-are-you—I’m-fine”
conversations, the richer the relationships.
I’m now entering my 7th year with you all. And
that relationship gets deeper and deeper.
Thank you!
Rev. Sian

Sept. 8: Water Ceremony! It’s our annual
ingathering and water ceremony. Come
celebrate this quintessential Unitarian
Universalist annual ritual. Bring water that is
meaningful to you, but, as always, there is
water for everyone. Rev. Sian and Rev. Judy.

Sept. 15. Into the Woods. How can the
musical Into the Woods help us navigate this
increasingly polarized world where so much is
at stake? Expect a Sunday with deep
questions and amazing music! Rica Kaufel
Sept. 22: Great Expectations. We all want
great things to happen in our lives, in this
church and in the world. How can we make
these dreams happen together? Rev. Sian with
Kay Crider, Consultant.
After the service, Kay will give a
presentation about our Capital Campaign
and what we might expect going forward.
Sept. 29: That First Step. Sometimes the
most courageous thing we can do to bring
about change in our lives and our world is to
make one step forward into something new.
How do we get the courage to do so? Rev.
Sian
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Random Kindness –

(continued)

•

Religious Education News
Rev. Judy Tomlinson

I’m full of expectation as our new program year
begins! I expect great things. I anticipate that
we will have classrooms full and bustling with
eager teachers and learners of all ages. That
we will touch, explore and act on our deep
spiritual source. That we will have fun together
and laugh together That we will be honest with
one another, support, encourage and care for
each other. That we will bring our best selves
into our church community and forgive each
other when we don’t. That’s a lot to expect!
That’s the thing about expectation; some
people in 12 step programs say that an
expectation is a premeditated resentment.
Things could exceed my expectations or do
quite the opposite. But then there are those
who say that we live up to the expectations that
are set for us. So, I’ll keep my high expectations
of you and of myself and keep, I hope, a sense
of grace and forgiveness when we don’t quite
make it. I think we can do great things together!
My first expectation is for RE volunteer teachers
to come to Teacher Orientation on Saturday,
September 7 from 9:30am-12:30pm in Suite 4.
You will meet the members of your teaching
team, become familiar with your curriculum,
confirm your teaching schedule, and learn
what’s expected of you, other members of your
team and your children and youth. See you
there!

•

•

4th-7th Grades: Riddle and Mystery is a Big
Questions curriculum; where do we come
from? What are we? Where are we going?
Children will explore these questions and
answer them in a video-making project.
PreK-3rd Grades: Love Surrounds Us. The
core of our UU community is our seven
Principles. Children will learn them through
activities, stories and rituals.
Nursery: We have had great success
introducing curriculum in the nursery this
summer. Our Nursery staff will continue to
offer programming to our youngest children.
Chalice Children helps young children gain a
sense of belonging to our faith home through
stories, activities and projects that have
them wondering about stars and moon,
rainbows, dreams and imagination.

Calendar:
•
•
•

Teacher Orientation, Saturday, Sept. 7,
9:30am-12:30pm
Water Communion Sunday, Sept. 8. Water
play after the service
Parent Gathering Sunday, Sept. 15 after
service—childcare provided.

Rev. Judy
Director of Religious Education

Let me introduce you to the curricula that we
will be using this year:
•

8th-12th Grades: Youth Engaged in
Leadership & Learning (YELL). Sunday
morning from 10:30am-12:00pm, this
program prepares and supports youth,
helping them become knowledgeable and
active problem solvers and decision makers
in all areas of life.
(continued)
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Music Notes

(continued)

By Beth Syverson

Music Under the Stars is coming up on
Saturday September 14 at 7pm outside in the
courtyard at OCUUC. This is a semi-annual
performance by your friends in the Music
Ministries. We perform songs that you might not
hear in a Sunday service - silly songs, parodies,
sad songs, love songs, and instrumental pieces
as well. This is an adult-ish event, not really
suitable for kids. Music Under the Stars tickets
are just $5 at the door. We'll put out snacks for
you, and alcoholic beverages will be available
for a donation. See you there!
Orange Coast Choir is back up and running for
the 2019-2020 season, but it's not too late to
join in the fun. If you'd like to sing in the choir,
and if you can match pitch and follow directions,
just come to the next Thursday’s rehearsal. We
meet at 7:30pm in Daniels Hall every Thursday
night and we sing in the service about three
times a month. The choir is a great group of
connected seekers, and we'd love to have you
join us. If you play an instrument, I'd love to
hear you and find a good place for your
contributions too.
This month's Volunteer Spotlight is shining on
Susan Shaw. She really should have the job
title of Assistant Director of Music. Her
multitude of talents -- as a singer, pianist,
drummer, ukulele player, slide whistler, and
more -- make her a treasured musician in our
programs. She often leads worship on my
Sundays off and when she does, she almost
always collaborates with several other people
who she rounds up and rehearses on her
own. Everyone wants to sing and play
whenever Susan is involved! Please accept my
deepest gratitude for all your years of your
dedicated service to OCUUC, Susan!

Universalist Music Ministries. This summer's
event in Denver was one of the best
conferences I've attended (out of about a
dozen). It was challenging, enriching,
entertaining, and educational. Next year's event
is in Ann Arbor, Michigan in July. Anyone is
welcome to attend! Join me next year!
Musically Yours,

Beth Syverson
Director of Music Ministries
MusicDirector@ocuuc.org

Circle Suppers
It’s time for Autumn Circle Supper Potlucks.
Would you consider opening your home to be a
host?
Even if it’s small, we can assign four people
(including you), and I promise that a great time
will be had by all. So please sign up to host, if
your home is big or small! Contact Karen
Kennedy (949-215-3748) or email
programs@ocuuc.org if you wish to participate
as a host or guest. This is a great way to get to
know each other.

One more thank you: Thanks to this
congregation for sending me to the annual
conference of the Association for Unitarian
(continued)
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2019 Environmental Film Festival
Report

(continued)

By Karen Kennedy, Chair

What a wonderful sight to see so many
community and church members mingling with
one another on our beautiful courtyard, enjoying
a bountiful spread of food and drinks, and
energized by the filmmakers and environmental
films they had just seen.
We had 300 attendees, including community
ticket buyers, church members, volunteers, and
children who came to our first Children’s
Environmental Film Festival in the morning,
which was double from last year. We even had
three Costa Mesa Council members attend, and
they enjoyed it and even mentioned it at a
subsequent Council meeting!

Our profit was five times what we made at our
first film festival last year. Linda Spery raised
the bottom line by leading and creating the
Sponsorship Team (which we did not have last
year). Thanks to Barbara Morihiro and Sarah
Hunter for being on this committee. Thank you
to several church members (The Sperys,
Hunters, Smith/Scaleros, Quam/Prossers,
Noriegas, Privers, Elaine Diorio, Mary
Smithberger) who bought sponsorships of $150
each, as Festival Friends.

A guest told Meg: “What a wonderful gift that
OCUUC is giving to the community!” I also
heard that someone said “OCUUC must be a
cool church to do something like this.” I spoke
to a teenage gal who was impressed how
welcoming our church is, because she’s always
felt it odd that her church preached “love” but
didn’t accept everyone, and judged them.
We showed eleven films at the adult shows at
both the 2:00 and 6:00 shows (about equal
attendance), and eight films at the Children’s
show. The adults who saw the kids’ films really
enjoyed them too- maybe even more than the
kids. A volunteer from the Sierra Club gave the
kids a backpacking demo, after a film that
showed inner city girls on a back pack trip in the
glaciers. We had two filmmakers come to
introduce their films and answer questions
afterwards. Sarah Hunter did a masterful job of
emceeing, introducing the speakers, and
helping them field questions from the audience.
Steve Morihiro (with backup assistance and set
up help from Ruby Hirst) did a professional job
of being the projectionist. He tested everything
a few times beforehand, to make sure the film
quality, slides, and sound were perfect.

Our Marketing Guru, Nina Smith, once again
secured an interview and got us an article in the
LA Times Pilot, which brought most of the
people last year, and many this year. We had
the original base from last year, and reached
out to them. It was gratifying to see people
respond by quickly buying tickets after they
received their postcard, created by Barbara
Morihiro. Nina (with help from Sarah Hunter)
also researched the local environmental groups
that we could email, call, and send fliers, to
circulate to their members.
Special thanks to our talented Graphics Team,
comprised of Christy Montgomery, Barbara
Morihiro, and the always helpful, insightful
Sarah Jones. We look so professional, thanks
to them!
(continued)

(continued)
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(continued)

(continued)

April Stilson and Corey Brown worked tirelessly
to put out all the food, and cleaned it up
afterwards… for two shows. Christy
Montgomery, Sarah Kimball, and Barbara
Morihiro set up the beautiful water displays and
refreshments for the Children’s show. Special
mention goes to Hannah Jones (Sarah’s
daughter) for making colorful, homemade
cupcakes for the Children’s show. She
generously made so many, the adults were also
seen grabbing them at the later shows. Even a
filmmaker. Also, Peggy Hepler outdid herself by
making two large trays of different homemade
treats. One was all gone before I got there!
Thanks everyone, for your donations of food
and wine. It truly was a gift to the community,
and I felt good that we could show our love and
giving spirit by the abundance of good food and
drink, freely shared with everyone. They
showed their appreciation because we got over
$350 in the “Donations Welcome” jar. It was an
awesome reception.

Thank you to the church folks who were not on
the FF committee but volunteered or were
persuaded by me to help on the day of the
event as ushers, ticket takers, refreshment
helpers and clean-up crew: Steve Morihiro,
Ruby Hirst, Susan Shaw, Barbara Schilling
(who also kindly created the Sponsorship
Slide), Mary Smithberger, Dave Carlson, Marcia
Hackett, Sunny Harper, Kathleen McFarlin,
Mark Renshaw, Don and Sandie Martin, Ralph,
Rob Hunter, Jazzie Pendarvis, Peggy Hepler,
Cosme and Eva Lu Noriega. Rev Judy and Rev
Sian were also there to “be the face” of
OCUUC.

The entire Film Festival Committee ROCKS.
They selected the films, offered great
suggestions, were supportive sounding boards,
met several times after church, and were a
pleasure to work with. Thank you to Linda
Spery, Barbara Morihiro, Nina Smith, Sarah
Jones, Sarah Hunter, Peggy Priver, Jennifer
Abt, Laurie Kluge, Christy Montgomery, Sarah
Kimball, April Stilson, Linda Kraemer and Jamie
Pendarvis.

I would like to give a special Shout Out to those
that were there ALL DAY, from 8:30 am and
stayed until the last table was put away, and
lights were turned off. Linda Spery, Barb and
Steve Morihiro, Nina Smith, Sarah Hunter,
Peggy Priver, and Ruby Hirst. Also our sextons,
Yesenia and David were rocks. You guys were
my Security Blankets, and I will always
remember your total support and commitment
to the Festival’s success.
It takes a village, and OCUUC villagers really
made it happen!
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Church Camp Weekend
Friday October 4, 3:00 pm to Sunday October
6, 2:00 pm
Registration is now open for All Church Camp
at deBenneville Pines, our beautiful UU camp in
the San Bernardino Mountains!
Activities for all ages will be available so you
can be very active or spend the entire weekend
reading a book and sipping tea.
The facility is comfortable and the food is
terrific. Camp activities include hiking, archery,
canoeing, yoga, meditation, worship, singing,
crafts, games, crafts and workshops.
Look for sample activity schedules and
registration forms on the welcome table at
church or on the table in front of the church
office!
Camp is open to members and friends, singles
and families! Scholarships are available, see
details on the registration form.

September Plateshare – Stand Up for
Kids
Stand Up For Kids – Orange County,
established in 1990, serves homeless and atrisk youth and young adults 25 and younger.
Programs in Orange County offer:
•
•
•
•

Street Outreach,
Drop-in Center,
School-Bases Preventions and,
Apartment and Housing Support.

Youth that been served Include: Sexually
exploited youth; Victims of abuse and/or
neglect; LGBTQ youth; Kids with disabilities;
Former juvenile justice and foster care youth;
Pregnant and parenting young people; and Kids
forced out of their homes. They could use our
help.
For information about Stand-Up For Kids
contact them at 714 356-5437 or
OrangeCounty@StandUpForKids.org
www.StandUpForKids.org

Second Saturday Snack and ChatSaturday, Sept. 14 at 10am

Do you have any questions about becoming a
member at OCUUC?
If so, please join Intern Minister, Rica Kaufel,
and VP of Programs, Karen Kennedy, on
Saturday, September 14th at 10:00 in the
Victoria Room at church. We can get to know
each other and answer any questions you might
have!
There will be a new member ceremony in
October, so this would be a good time to join
us!
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OCUUC Fiction Book Club

Women’s Circle
The Women's Circle typically meets in the
Conference Room on the fourth Sunday of
each month immediately after the worship
service (unless a special meeting is
announced)
Feel free to bring your cup of tea/coffee, sack
lunch, and (if you want to) any nibbles to share.
Our doors are always open, and guests are
always welcome.
Join the Women's Circle, come by and discuss
our monthly topic. We create connections with
other like-minded women, share information
and share our lives in a caring and safe
environment. For more information, contact
women@ocuuc.org.

Meets 1st Monday of the month, at 7:30pm, in the
Victoria Room. (Call Eva at 949-836-3113 if the door
is locked (security reasons.)

The OCUUC Fiction Book Group will meet the
second Monday night in September - Sept.
9th due to the Labor Day holiday.
We’ll be discussing “Where the Crawdads Sing”
by Delia Owens, a recent and very popular
bestseller. All are welcome to join us at 7:30pm
in the Victoria Room. Co-chairs: Marcia
Hackett and Eva Goodwin Noriega.

OCUUC Non-Fiction Book Club
The Nonfiction Book Club meets once a month
in the Victoria Room after the service, usually
on the second Sunday at 12:00 noon. In each
meeting each person (who wishes to do so)
talks about a nonfiction book of their choice.
Some of the books discussed so far include:

Music Under the Stars!
Saturday, September 14 at 7pm
$5 at the door

This is a semi-annual performance by your
friends in the Music Ministries. We perform
songs that you might not hear in a Sunday
service - silly songs, parodies, sad songs, love
songs, and instrumental pieces as well. This is
an adult-ish event, not really suitable for kids.
Tickets are just $5 at the door if you didn’t bid
on it at the Spring Auction. We'll put out snacks
for you, and alcoholic beverages will be
available for a donation. See you there!

•
•
•
•

"What Darwin Got Wrong," by Jerry Fodor
and Massimo Piattelli-Palmarini
"The Geography of Bliss," by Eric Weiner
"Why Nicaragua" by Pat McCully
"Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary

LGBT Action Group
The LGBTQ Action Group meets in Suite 4 on
the second Sunday of the month at noon.
LGBTQ’s, friends, allies, and supporters meet
to dream, discuss, and plan activities that
support the LGBTQ community while educating
them and others with various monthly speakers.
Feel free to bring your own lunch. Join our
email list or visit our facebook page, LGBTQ
Action Group, or contact us via our chair Jan
Mabie at Janselectrical@gmail.com
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In Our Thoughts…

(continued)

➢ Karen and Jonathan MP are joyous that they
adopted their 14 month-old son Julian Wallace
MP! He joins his 3 older brothers, adopted in
December.
➢ Birdie R lit a candle of gratitude for not being
seriously injured when her car was hit and
probably totaled last week.
➢ Jan R lit a candle of joy for LGBTQ day at OC
Fair- called “Out at the Fair”. Jan celebrated
turning 79 with Oxen at the fair!
➢ Ralph H sends congrats to Judith S for
becoming 1 year wiser this week.
➢ Bonnie W has hope for her daughter, Brenda,
who will return to the hospital for treatment to
fight multiple myeloma.
➢ Karen K lit a candle of joy for the successful
film festival, and to see so many community
members enjoying themselves. She thanks the
hard-working film festival and building &
grounds committees.
➢ Maureen M lit a candle of joy for her wonderful
trip to the UK with her chorale, and then to
Sweden where she spent time with her
daughter and several Swedish relatives.
➢ Sheri L lit a candle of sorrow for our nation.
She just learned that one of her friends who
lives in Dayton, Ohio was in the very district
where the mass shooting occurred.
➢ Kathleen McF lit a candle of joy for the
celebration of Mark's birthday.
➢ Elaine D lit a candle of well wishes for Meg W
who is recovering from hand surgery.
➢ Tom and Nancy L lit a candle of joy after
spending a week with their kids and grandkids
at a Florida beach.
(continued)

➢ Marilyn G lit a candle of sorrow and concern for
her sister Jean M who has been diagnosed with
abdominal cancer.
➢ Geoff and Yulis A lit a candle of joy for success
in hosting the Auction Board Gaming event.
➢ Betsy E lit a candle of hope for her brother who
suffered a stroke which makes it impossible to
swallow. She hopes he can find a way to accept
this circumstance and adapt to a new way of
living with a positive attitude
.
➢ Patrick B lit a candle of hope for his father who
is at Fountain Valley Regional Hospital.
➢ Marcia H has two Joys to share: for Beth S for
arranging a wonderful choral workshop and for
Bob and Charlene G for their delicious brunch
auction event.
➢ Linda C lit a candle of tribute for her father, the
creator of Wile E. Coyote, who reminded us of
Santayana's quote, "A fanatic is one who
redoubles his effort when he has forgotten his
aim."
➢ JoLynn I and her family have had a fun
summer, including spending time with their UU
friends in Manassas, Virginia
➢ Ted L lit a candle of concern for his nephew,
Eric, who will be having open-heart surgery
after being bitten by a rat.
➢ Tatiana H is hopeful for her stepfather's quick
recovery and for strength in a time of sorrow for
her friend's family after her passing.
➢ Jacques K is missing his father, who recently
passed away. He still had a smile for his family
in his last days.
➢ Laurie K and the Pastoral Care Associates lit a
candle of concern for Issa G, who is in St.
Joseph's Hospital for treatment for heart failure.
She enjoys visits and cards from her church
friends. P.S. Issa will be home at Oakmont in
Orange by the time you read this.

The REACH – Page 10

Calendar of Events at OCUUC

(continued)

Sunday Services: 10:30 am

Sunday, September 1th
Meditation Group, Youth Room, 9:45 am
Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am
Atheist/Humanist Group, Victoria Room, 12 pm

Sunday, September 15th
Meditation Group, Youth Room, 9:45 am
Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am
3rd Sunday All Church Potluck, 11:45 am
CBT Classes (Secrets of Cognitive Behavioral
Therapy), Suite 4 Lower, 12:15 pm

Monday, September 2nd
Labor Day- Church offices closed
Wednesday, September 18th
Finance Council, Victoria Room, 6 pm
Thursday, September 19th
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 pm
Thursday, September 5th
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 pm

Friday, September 20th
Property Use Group, Victoria Room, 12pm

Saturday, September 7th
Teacher Training, Suite 4, 9:30am

Saturday, September 21st
Listening Class, Victoria Room, 3pm

Sunday, September 8th
Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am
LGBT Action Group, Suite 4 12 pm
Nonfiction Book Club, Victoria Room, 12 pm
Monday, September 9th
OCUUC Book Group, Victoria Room, 7:30 pm

Sunday, September 22nd
Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am
Presentation after Service, Daniels Hall 11:45am
RECY Comm, Youth Room, 11:45 am
Women's Circle, Victoria Room, 11:45 am

Tuesday, September 10
Covenant Group, Youth Room 7pm

Wednesday, September 25th
Cluster Meeting, Youth Room, 10 am
Board of Trustees Meeting, Victoria Room, 7pm

Wednesday, September 11th
Comm. on Ministry, Minister's Office, 6 pm

Thursday, September 26th
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 pm

th

Saturday, September 28th
Afternoon of Gaming, Suite 4, 3 pm
Thursday, September 12th
PAC Meeting, Minister's office, 7 pm
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 pm
Friday, September 13th
Grief and Caregivers Group, Minister's Office, 12pm
Saturday, September 14h
2nd Saturday Snack & Chat, Victoria Room, 10 am
Music Under the Stars, Courtyard/Daniels Hall, 7pm

Sunday, September 29nd
Flu Shots, Suite 4 10am
Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am

(continued)
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Mark your calendars –
Water Communion – Sep 8
Music Under the Stars – Sep 14
Church Camp Weekend at de
Benneville Pines – October 4

Orange Coast Unitarian Universalist Church
2845 Mesa Verde Drive East
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

j
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