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The Prez Qez

Don Martin, Board President

Caring for OCUUC Financially

"The measure of a lifafter all, is not its
duration but its donation.'® Corrie Ten
Boom

"l do not believe one can settle how much
we ought to give. | am afraid the only
safe rule is to give more than we can

spare."d C.S. Lewis

"Ambitious people climb, but faithful
people buid." 8 Julia Ward Howe

2017/2018 CANVASS

As | write this we are not certain of receiving
pledges to total the goal amount set for Fiscal
Year 2017/2018 of $200,000.

We still have members who have not pledged
and several who pledged last year but have not
yet pledged this year. If we assume that all
those who pledged last year will pledge at the
same rate again, we will barely collect more
than last year's total.

In spite of substantial increases by many of our
pledgers this year it would appear we might not
even be able to match the pledge total from last
year.

This coming year we have the additional
expense of filling the pulpit during

S i a mablmtical. In the recent past, cuts in
staffing hours were made when we did not
reach our goal. We DO NOT want to be in that
position again, howeve
budget needs SOMETHING will have to be cut.
We will begin making our 2017/2018 budget
based on pledge totals as of the first of May.

Feel free to increase
already made one, and to increase the amount
you planned to give, if among those late to
send in pledges. In either case try to use the
online pledging tool setup last year and
updated for this year. It's quick and easy. Find it
at https://ocuuc.org/support/canvass/pledge-
card/.

(continued)

(continued)

Make OCUUC a real priority in your lives by
helping it grow and prepare for moving firmly
into the 21st century Orange County
community.

2017 SPRING AUCTION

We have a great group of our members and
friends planning the * B e a ¢ h at&cton tory
20 May 2017. Lots of work and camaraderie
involved and lots of fun social events to bid on
and win for the benefit of OCUUC.

Here's how it works: after all the hard planning
work mentioned above is done and the auction
takes place (I hear of Gourmet Pizza for
dinner!) we bid to take in many fun events and
bidding as high as possible is part of the fun
since all the money bid goes directly to
OCUUC.

After the auction ends, we pay what we bid,
we collect and/or calendar our items, field
trips, hikes, dinners, shows, etc. all of which
are provided by other OCUUC members (at
their expense - again for the good of OCUUC).
In the words of Reverend Sian "This is how we
plan our social calendar” for the next six
months.

Again, a total WIN-WIN situation.
Don Martin
president@ocuuc.org
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Cian’e Shenanigane

Sian Wiltshire, Minister

In one mont h, I be
|l ooking forward, as I’
to days of sl eeping i}

also looking forward to exploring ideas, arts
and knowledge that | never have time for
during my current busy days.

InJune, | 7 | | be heading tg
relaxation up i n Seatt
also be taking an art class near Seattle. In
July, " m going to start
by Ken Wilbur, a modern theologian who has a
systemi c \ehlwaydbeeg gurious
about. Il "1 1 al so be sij
museums and exploring
been wanting to get to. | hope to return to you
with new stories and new ideas!

[ al so be reading {
like to invite you to join in reading with me. The
first is the UUA’s col

Third Reconstruction: How a Moral Movement
is Overcoming the Politics of Division and
Fear” by The Rev. Dr .
Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove. The second is

“ Ring Strong: How the Ability to Reset
Transforms the Way We Live, Love, Parent,
and Lead” by Brené Br (
discussions when | return for those who would
like to join me in reading them. | have a longer
list of books that | hope to read, which were
recommended by some here at the church.

| hope your summers are also full of
rejuvenation, exploration and learning!

Rev. Sian

N
Y .

Worchip in May 2017:

May 7""fi Rai si ng o UIOurAhaualc ¢
All-Music Sunday will help inspire us to raise
our voices to speak (and sing) about those
things that are important to us as Unitarian
Universalists. " Beth Syverson

t he

May 14"Y i Wi | | t r ut"Whas
is the truth? Who or what sources do we trust
with so much information thrown at us
everyday? And how do we find the truth in
ourselves? " Rev. Sian

May 21sY A Tr u e "Hweely tlag we search
for our own truth and expressing it. Yet,
somehow it often gets misinterpreted! How can
we allow others to be their true selves and for
ourselves to shine? " Rev. Sian

May 28" ®"fi Me mo r i a"On thia day, let us
honor our military personnel and what they
have to teach us. ® Rev. Sian

1 8. 0.0 0 ¢

%k Sk %k k
1 8. 0.0 8 ¢
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Mucic Notee

Beth Syverson, Director of Music Ministries

Our annual all-music Sunday will revolve
around the importance of each one of us
raising our voices, speaking out, and singing
strongly about things that are important to us
as Unitarian Universalists. Singing and
chanting are an excellent way to come together
as a community, to grab attention, and to act in
solidarity with one another to make a difference
in the world. The congregation, choir, and
special musicians will fill up the hour with
singing, singing, and more singing. At the end
of the service, we will all raise our voices as
one, outside our building, spreading our
message of hope and love to our Mesa Verde
community.

RE Corner

Randy Kokal, RE Coordinator

April was a busy month with Easter/Passover
and Earth Day just a few days apart. To
celebrate Earth Day the children planted 50
cuttings and live plants on the hill at the front of
the church.

For Easter, Jacques, Elizabeth and Gabrielle
put in a great deal of effort to make the Easter
Egg Hunt and Bunny Store flow smoothly. The
children collected plastic eggs that were stuffed
with tickets and the tickets were exchanged for
goodies in the Bunny Story.

Near the end of May, we get to welcome Karen
back from her maternity leave!

Thie Month’e Platechare

Stand Up For Kids i Orange County,
established in 1990, serves homeless and at-
risk youth and young adults 25 and younger.
Programs in Orange County offer: Street
Outreach, Drop-in Center, School-Bases
Preventions and, Apartment and Housing
Support. Youth that been served Include:
Sexually exploited youth; Victims of abuse
and/or neglect; LGBTQ youth; Kids with
disabilities; Former juvenile justice and foster
care youth; Pregnant and parenting young
people; and Kids forced out of their homes.
They could use our help.

For information about Stand-Up For Kids and
our continuing role, visit with Homelessness
Action group members including Marilyn Giss,
Sarah Hunter, Nancy Loughrey, Birdie Reed,
Judith Stamper and Rev. Sian or contact Stand
Up For Kids directly at 714 356-5437.

OrangeCounty@StandUpForKids.org

LGBT Action Group

LGBT Action Group meets at 12:00pm in
Suite 4 on the second Sunday of each month.

LGBTs and friends and allies at OCUUC have a
casual potluck lunch (or brown bag it) while we
dream, discuss, and plan activities for the
coming months. Non-LGBT allies are always
welcome. Visit our Facebook page or contact

us by email.
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5:00 PM
Social Time & Silent Auction Begins

5: 30 PM

Dinner
Dinner Tickets: $5 in advance $8 at the Auction

6: 30 PM
Live Auction

You can pay for your purchases at the Auction with your credit card,
check or cash.

Child care available for free with advance reservation $10 without
reservation

Reserve Child care or submitestions:

auction@ocuuc.org

Submit your items online at the Auction websitgWW.togetherauction.com/ocuuer by filling out a form available at the
Auction Table on Sunday
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[t'c a Party!

The Wednesday Morning Covenant Group will
be collecting items to make Birthday Party
Bags for Share Our Selves (SOS)--everything
a child would love to make their Birthday Party
a special occasion.

* X ‘t \," 2 )
« Happy Birthday!
Items that we are collecting include: Party
Bags, Cake Mix and Frosting, Party Favors,
PatyPaper Goods, and

also gladly accept SCRIP cards or cash
donations, and we’ ||

We ' | |
7,14, and 21.

Questions? Just ask Yvonne Alcala, Sharon
Ball, Dolly Doran, Karen Kennedy, Katherine
Martin, Birdie Reed, Shirley Thorne and Meg
Wilson.

*

Sn

h a v e-upan thegdtid e Maye 1

Rev. Sian’e Qabbatical Begine May 30™

Rev. Sian’ s | asptiortdthe i
start of her sabbatical will be Sunday, May 28.
Following the Sunday Service, please join the
Committee on Ministry as we bid her a fond
farewell for her brief time away for reflection
and renewal. Of course, there will be cake!
The Committee on Ministry and Sian have
prepared a Sabbatical Brochure covering FAQs
about sabbaticals, which is available at the
Programs Table on the patio and in the church
office.

As you may remember, Rev. Sian solicited and
received many suggestions for an All-Church
Sabbatical Read and th
will be The Third Reconstruction: Moral
Mondays, Fusion Politics, and the Rise of a
New Justice Movement by Rev. Dr. William
Barber and Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, and
Rising Strong: The Reckoning. The Rumble.
The Revolution by Brené Brown. There will
be order forms at the OCUUC Bookstore table
on the patio between May 7 and June 11 if you
would like to purchase the one or both books
through the church.  Upon her return in
September, Sian will hold gatherings to discuss
the books.

Hiking

The Hiking group goes for easy one-hour
walks on trails in Orange County parks. Annual
events include the Spring Wildflowers Hike
and the Postprandial (after eating) Hike the
day after Thanksgiving (both usually at Irvine
Regional Park). Other hikes are scheduled
periodically. Come join us as we commune
with nature and each other. Everyone is
welcome, including kids!

Get more information and sign up at the
Activities Table on Sunday mornings, or by
emailing programs@ocuuc.org.

Canvace Count-down

If you have not been able to make your pledge
yet, our bursar is still accepting pledges. Go to
www.ocuuc.org and follow the very easy
directions. Your pledge will be sent
immediately to Katherine Martin. It is safe,
secure, direct and very easy to do. Many of our
members and friends have already switched to
on-line pledging.

Sunny Harper, Canvass Chair
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OCUUC Fiction Book Club

Meet Monthly, 1st Monday 7:30 pm

The OCUUC Fiction Book Group continues to
meet on the first Monday evening at 7:30pm at
the church. Discussions are lively and led by
one of the group eachtime. On June 5
di scuss “The Book of LU
by Milan Kundera. Please note this is a change
of books originally listed due to the travel
schedule of the leader.

Also on June 5th we will decide the order of
books for the coming year and who will lead the
discussions. Members have been asked to
submit their recommendations by mid-May to
Eva Goodwin-Noriega, co-chair. She will then
send a final list out for voting before June 5th.

We welcome new folks to our book
discussions. For questions, contact one of the
co-chairs.

Nonfiction Book Club

Meet Monthly, 2nd Sunday 12:00 pm

Each month we meet to discuss a nonfiction
book- varying among science, history,
philosophy, politics, whatever the group
chooses. Come join us this month! Facilitated
by Maureen McConaghy. Questions? Contact
her at maureenm@ocuuc.org.

Atheict Humanict Group

The Atheist/Humanist Group meets on first
Sundays at 12:15 p.m. in the Victoria

Room. This is a discussion group supporting
humanists, agnostics, atheists, deists, and
others who view human activity as the basis
for moral systems, and view humans as
integral parts of the nature of the cosmos.

Zon Buddhiem in a Nutchell

A three-session class — Free to All
Monday evenings, 1, 8, & 22 May
Orange Coast Unitarian Universalist Church
7 to 8:30pm in Suite 4

Zen is a word we’ve al
actually is, is ofueren
been curious about it

Here is a chance to learn about an ancient
spirituality and its disciplines.

This three-session class will be led by UU
minister and Zen teacher James Ishmael Ford,
assisted by Jan Seymour-Ford & Chris Hoff.
We will cover the basics of Zen Buddhism,
where it comes from, what it offers, and how it
is done.

The teachers: James Ishmael Ford, is minister
emeritus at the First Unitarian Church of
Providence, Rhode Island, and currently serves
as community minister at the UU Church of
Long Beach. He is the first person to be
ordained as both a UU minister and as a Zen
Buddbhist priest. James is the author of several
books, the mostrecentis| f Youdr e
Heart Will Break: Field Notes from a Zen Life.
His Language of Dragons: An Introduction to
Zen Meditation is forthcoming from Wisdom
Publications. Jan Seymour-Ford has been
practicing Zen for more than twenty-five years
and is a senior dharma teacher with Boundless
Way Zen. Dr. Chris Hoff has been practicing
Zen for nearly twenty years and is a dharma
teacher with Boundless Way. Together they
lead the Blue CIiff Zen Sangha, which will be
starting a regular Monday night Zen meditation
group here at the church beginning on the 5™ of
June. For more information, visit the Blue Cliff
Zen website at: www.bluecliffzensangha.com
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In Our Thoughte...

Sunny H. d Shared joy and thanks to everyone
who participated in a very successful work

party at OCUUC on Saturday.

Maria G. 0 Expressed joy for support after her
car accident . Family felt loved and well

fed. Thank youto all.

April S. 6 Shared her joy with the Anaheim
Public Library participating in the day of
Transgender Visibility.  Children, teens,
parents all sharing their stories and the

author of /am Jazz reading the book.

Simone B. 8 A joy as she is home fromreha b
after her knee replacement sur  gery and is
getting stronger every day. She thanks the
church for the cards and good wishes and

looks forward to returning to church as soon
as she can.

Briana M. & The service this day has inspired
her to use {tdue Happyrand Youl f
Know |Ité at an upcoming
be facilitating at Camp de Benneville.

Tom and Nancy L. 9 Concern expressed for
their dog Max who is suffering from

illness. [Update from Nancy and Tomth at
Max died on Wed April 5th.]

Maurice and Marilyn G. & Expressed concern
and hope for their daughter Anna who has
completed 6 weeks of IV antibiotics for

Our hope is that she will
make changes that promote her healing both

severe infection.

physically and emotionally

Bob G. is joyful becau se his daughter, sister -
in- law, brother and wife were all able to join

him at church to celebrate his birthday.

Jan R. is happy that her neighbor finally got

the kidney he has been waiting for several

years.
(continued)

[n Our Thoughfg... (continued)

Isa G. says "thank you" to everyone who
signed a card wishing her well and says that
you are all very kind!

Maureen M. attended an Arlo Guthrie concert,
it was fun and moving. She is also pleased

that the recent rain will keep the wildflowers
blooming a little longer.

Barbara S. shared that her niece received her
driver's permit the other day and she took her
for her f irst practice session. The following
day she was able to successfully drive local
streets, changing lanes and making turns
correctly.

JoLynn I. feels fortunate to have found such a
loving supportive home at OCUUC and that
were it not for our friends there,
performances would have had a larger cast
than than audience. She is thankful “from the

some of their

bottoms of our dramatic hearts!"

Easter Sunday was a day of synchronicity for
Cosme N. During Rev. Sian's sermon titled
"Sanctuary," he remembered being  confined
in a concentration camp in Chile. The

Unitarian Universalist Association helped to
build and provide sanctuary for him and his
fellow prisoners. On Saturday, Cosme also
attended a dance concert at Anaheim High
School. The theme was "Bridges, Not ~ Walls."
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Calandar of Evente at OCUUC

Sunday Services: 10:30 am

Monday, May 1%
Zen Buddhism, Suite 4, 7 pm
OCUUC Book Group, Victoria Room, 7:30 pm

Wednesday, May 3
Worship Committee Meeting, Victoria Room, 7pm
Covenant Group, Youth Room, 7 pm

Thursday, May 4"
Choir Rehearsal, Daniels Hall, 7:30 pm

Saturday, May 6"
Worship Associate Training, Victoria Rm., 9:30 am

Sunday, May 7"

Meditation Group, Youth Room, 9:45 am

Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am
Atheist/Humanist Group, Victoria Room, 12:15 pm

Monday, May 8"
Zen Buddhism, Suite 4, 7 pm
Covenant Group, Youth Room, 7pm

Wednesday, May 10"
Comm. on Ministry, Minister's Office, 7 pm

Thursday, May 11"
PAC Meeting, Minister's office, 7 pm
Choir Rehearsal, Daniels Hall, 7:30 pm

Saturday, May 13"

Board Meeting, Suite 4, 9 am

Stitchwits, Off Site (Panera Bread, 17" St.), 11am
Religions of the World, Victoria Room, 7 pm

Sunday, May 14"

Mother's Day

Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am
Nonfiction Book Club, Victoria Room, 12 pm
LGBT Action Group Lunch, Suite 4, 12 pm

Wednesday, May 17t

Covenant Group, Youth Room,10:30 am
Finance Council, Victoria Room, 7pm

(continued)

(continued)

Thursday, May 18"
Kaleidescope Meeting, Victoria Room 1 pm
Choir Rehearsal, Daniels Hall, 7:30 pm

Saturday, May 20"
Spring Auction, Daniels Hall, 5 pm

Sunday, May 21

Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am

3" Sunday Potluck, Courtyard, 11:45 am
Climate Change Education Presentation, Daniels
Hall, 12:30 pm

Monday, May 22"
Zen Buddhism, Suite 4, 7 pm

Thursday, May 25"
Choir Rehearsal, Daniels Hall, 7:30 pm

Sunday, May 28"
Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am
Women's Circle, Victoria Room, 11:45 am

Monday, May 29"
Memorial Day
Blue CIliff Zen Sangha, FUUn Room, 7pm
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Mark your calendars 0
Music Sunday o May 7
Beach Party Auction o May 20t

SOS Birthday Bag Collection & May 7,
14, 21

Bon Voyage Sian! 8 May 30th

Orange Coast Unitarian Universalist Church
2845 Mesa Verde Drive East
Costa Mesa , CA 92626
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