The REACH

Monthly Newsletter of ORANGE COAST UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH March 2017

Sunday Services in March:

March 5" * “Life: A Balance of Holding On ﬁ
and Letting Go” " With Linda Spery, Dar
Ritter, Randy Kokal and Mary Lundholm. -
March 121" * “Where Are We Going?” ®
Rev. Sian and Debra Quam ‘
March 19" ® “What Could You Be
Thinking?!” " Rev. Sian I“
March 26" * “Minimalism” " Rev. Sian Sunday Services are
at 10:30am
Visit our Website: .
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The Prez Sez

Don Martin, Board President

Where Are We Going?

"Men have never dormauch when the
heart has been cold; and what have they
not done, what have they not subdued,
when the heart has been quickened to

generous emotions?"

William Ellery Channing

"We are often called to do the difficult, if
not the seemingly impossible, andsit
vital to our spiritual growth that we not
ignore these challenges.”

Janice Marie Johnson

"To attain happiness in another world we
need only to believe something, while to
secure it in this world we must do

something."

Charlotte Perkins Gilman

Here is where we have been - moving from the
old church structure on Victoria Street to a new
beginning at Mesa Verde Drive East with room
to handle immediate needs and room to grow.

Here is where we are - seeing near-overflow
attendance at Sunday services and wondering
how to handle the situation. Many ideas about
this have been proposed.

Where are we going?

Reverend Sian and | have conducted a series
of Town Hall Meetings after services twice
monthly in January and February. The first set
concerned brainstorming of ideas that
members and friends thought could be
directions OCUUC might take in future. These
meetings were designed to be open to any
ideas but not yet to solutions of problems or
accomplishing goals.

(continued)

(continued)

The next pair of meetings looked at evaluating
the top five concepts on a simple Pro and Con
evaluation of each idea - again, not meant to
solve or accomplish goals yet.

All of us, leaders and participants had difficulty
not jumping to solutions.

The one startling concept, for me, was
something like "We were promised a
sanctuary" when we moved but we still don't
have it. On further reflection and discussion
with some of you who went through the
transition and the move the concept became
clearer to me as "We promised ourselves a
sanctuary."

So, how do we fulfill that promise to
ourselves? The Town Hall Meetings so far are
a beginning to that process. There is much
work ahead including, probably, hiring an
independent consultant to evaluate our
capabilities of completing that promise and
producing a plan or two which means
something like a Strategic Plan and a Long
Range Plan.

A strategic plan involves focusing on the
mission, vision, and overarching strategy of
our church. Strategic planning is an ongoing
process, where OCUUC leaders need to
continuously evaluate resources and
initiatives, and determine how to prioritize.
Other than time to formulate it, there is no
timeline associated with a strategic plan.

A long range plan puts into action those things
necessary to accomplish the strategic plan and
includes a timeline for achieving those goals.

Shall we begin? | think it's an excellent time for
us to focus on planning for a new sanctuary at
2845 Mesa Verde East. Are you with me?

Don Martin
president@ocuuc.org
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Cian’e Shenanigane

Sian Wiltshire, Minister

What will you do with your one wild and
precious life? ~ Mary Oliver

Our congregation is in the middle of dreaming
big dreams! What will we do with this one wild
and precious church? What a fun question to
ponder. There is such wonderful energy on
Sunday mornings — our “pews” are packed with
SO many new people coming to join us. It’s
very exciting and we have the wonderful
problem of trying to figure out how to
accommodate this growth.

So, with all this interest in adding more worship
space, it may seem ironic that this month our
worship theme is “letting go.” “Letting go” is a
good Buddhist phrase. Yet, for Buddhists the
phrase is not so much about letting go of stuff
(though that’s some of it), or about withdrawing
from life (that’s definitely not it). Rather, it's
about not getting attached or trying to control
outcomes. Or another way of putting it: It's
about enjoying the ride. This month the
congregation is launching its Canvass drive
where we build our budget for the future year.
We don’t know where we are going yet, but
together we are going to sing songs, build new
relationships and make a difference here in
Orange County. Where will it take us? Who
knows! Let’s enjoy the ride!

In loving faith,
Rev. Sian

Worchip in March 2017:
Theme: Letting Go

March 5: Life: A Balance of Holding On and
Letting Go. With Linda Spery, Dar Ritter,
Randy Kokal and Mary Lundholm.

March 12: Where Are We Going? The world
seems in a great deal of upheaval right now.
Let us reflect on the role Unitarian
Universalism can play in keeping our world on
track. This Sunday we launch our annual
Canvass drive with passion and humor. Rev.
Sian and Debra Quam.

March 19: What Could You Be Thinking?!
Dave Carlson won the sermon topic for an
auction item. He'd like Rev. Sian to answer the
question: “Why do smart people sometimes
believe dumb things?” Oh, this is going to be
fun, people! Rev. Sian.

Town Hall conversation follows the service.

March 26: Minimalism. Letting go of “stuff’ in
our lives is just one way to simplify and de-
stress. Sometimes, though it also means
letting go of relationships or ways of being that
no longer serve. Rev. Sian

Town Hall conversation follows the service.
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Exploring OCUUC Clage

Please join us at our next “Exploring OCUUC”
program (formerly known as Pathways to
Membership) on Saturday, March 4, 2017
from 9am to 12pm, in the Victoria Room on
our church campus. We are located at 2845
Mesa Verde Drive East, in Costa Mesa.

This event is a way for those who are new to
OCUUC and/or who are considering
membership for the first time, to learn more
about Unitarian Universalism, OCUUC, and
what it means to be a friend or member of the
church. Topics covered include our church’s
history, mission and vision. You will learn all
this and more in a welcoming and casual
environment. You will also have the
opportunity to share your own story with others
attending the program. Reverend Sian and
several OCUUC members will be there to lead
the program and answer your questions.

To RSVP, contact membership@ocuuc.org or
call the church, 714-556-2882, with any
questions. See you there!

To all members and friends: Pledge cards
and packets for the '17-'18 Pledge Drive will be
handed out at the Pledge Drive Kickoff Dinner
on Saturday, March 11. Pledge packets not
picked up at the dinner will be available on the
patio after church from Sunday March 12
through April 2. Please pick up your packet at
church, so we do not have to mail yours.

Thie Month’e Platechare

Stand Up For Kids — Orange County, was
established in 1990, and serves homeless and
at-risk youth and young adults 25 and younger.
Programs in Orange County offer Street
Outreach, a drop-in center, school-based
preventions and apartment and housing
support. Those who have been served include
sexually exploited youth, victims of abuse
and/or neglect, LGBTQ youth, kids with
disabilities, former juvenile justice and foster
care youth, pregnant and parenting young
people, and kids forced out of their homes.
They could use our help.

For more information about Stand-Up For Kids
and our continuing role with this organization,
visit with our Homelessness Action Group
members including Robert Brown, Birdie Reed,
Judith Stamper, Marilyn Giss, Sarah Hunter,
Nancy Loughrey and Rev. Sian. You may
contact Stand Up For Kids directly at 714 356-
5437 or OrangeCounty@ StandUpForKids.org,
or visit their website, www.StandUpForKids.org

LGBT Action Group

LGBT Action Group meets in Suite 4 after the
Service on the second Sunday of each month,
at 12:00 p.m.

LGBTs and friends and allies at OCUUC have a
casual potluck lunch (or brown bag it) while we
dream, discuss, and plan activities for the
coming months. Non-LGBT allies are always
welcome. Visit our Facebook page or contact
us by email.
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2017/2018
Pledge Drive Kickoff Dinner
Saturday, March 11

An Evening of Food, Fun and Fellowship
Daniels Hall at OCUUC
Social time at 5:30 pm

é.b Program and Dinner at 6:00 pm é

oL

Where Are We Going?

Sign up after Sunday services to reserve your
seat at a table and for childcare if needed.
Email pledge@ocuuc.org to sign up
or if you have questions.
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Finance Newe

Q & A About Pledging

Since we pass the offering plate every Sunday,
doesndét that cover a [ ot
church?

While the weekly offering is an important part of our
Worship Service, it represents a very small part of
our overall stewardship program. As a congregation,
we have agreed to give half of the offering each
Sunday to organizations working in Orange County
that support our mission
and our communitiesao.

There are numerous fundraising initiatives
auring the year like the fall and summer
auctions. Doesndt t hat cover
We have had very successful auctions over the past
years but even with our success, the auction and
other initiatives cover about 8% of our budget. The
annual pledge campaign accounts for the largest
portion of our income; about 52%.
Dondét our rentals and co
provide substantial income for our

congregation?

We are fortunate to be able to share our space
throughout the year with other congregations and
the larger Orange County community while earning
rental income which covers about 25% of our
budget. This rental income is offset by expenses for
extra cleaning, utilities and insurance.

Doesndot the UUA (Unitari
Association) provide financial support to
congregations?

No, in fact it is just the opposite. The UUA receives
its revenues from us and other UU congregations. In
our budget we include an annual payment in the
amount of $86 per member to the UUA and the UU
Pacific Southwest District in support of the services
they provide to us. We are assessed this amount
by the UUA; it is not a pledge.

(continued)

(continued)

Arendt all of our member s
clircumstances so pledges could be shared
equally?

The fact is circumstances are far from equal and
pledges reflect those circumstances. Our current
budgeted pledges total $178,676. The top 10% of our
pledgers gave just over 47% of the total amount
pledged! If every member of OCUUC made a fair
share pledge as described in the UUA Fair Share
Contribution Guide, it would make a tremendous
difference to our program and outreac h to the larger
community.

Do we really need a pledge drive like we have
at the end of each fiscal year? Canodt
and friends just pay money to cover expenses
throughout the year?

me m

Pledges serve as a tool for planning. A pledge is not a
paiddonation. 't i s oneds best e
s/he will be able to give during the fiscal year (July 1
through June 30) and this estimate allows the finance
committee and the board to create a budget for the
coming year. A pledge drive allows each of us to give
what we are able and not
irrespective of individual capabilities.

If you have other questions as you begin to think

about your pledge for the coming fiscal year, please
feel free to contact Meg Wilson, chair of Finance
Council at finance@ocuuc.org.
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OCUUC Fiction Book Club

Meet Monthly, 1st Monday 7:30 pm

“When fascism comes t
come wrapped in the flag and waving a
c r o Atributed to Sinclair Lewis

The Fiction Book Group has changed its
selection for the March 6th meeting. We'll be
reading “It Can’t Happen Here” by Sinclair
Lewis. Although the book was written in 1930
and is fiction, the content is very timely due to
the current political situation in the US.

Please join us at church at 7:30pm for what
promises to be a lively discussion. All are
welcome. Dave Carlson will be the discussion
leader.

q

Nonfiction Book Club

Meet Monthly, 2nd Sunday 12:00 pm

Each month we meet to discuss a nonfiction
book- varying among science, history,
philosophy, politics, whatever the group
chooses. Come join us this month! Facilitated
by Maureen McConaghy. Questions? Contact
her at maureenm@ocuuc.org.

UU Men’e Fellowehip Spring Renewal

April 21 - 23, 2017

Camp de Benneville Pines, Angeles Oaks, CA

"Love and Loss:
Re-imagining Our Relationships"

Are you looking for a fulfilling personal
relationship, trying to make an existing
relationship work, or grieving the loss of a
relationship? Join the UUMF Spring Renewal
at our UU camp as we support each other re-
imagining our personal relationships with others
and the wider world. We look forward to your
presence in our circle of brotherhood.

Contact Cory Brown at KG6EP @ AOL.COM
for additional information.

No experiment can be more interesting
than that we are now trying, and which

we trust will end in establishing the fact,

that man may be governed by reason and
truth. Our first object should therefore
be, to leave open to him all the avenues

to truth. The most effectual hitherto
found, is the freedom of the press. It is,
therefore, the first shut up by those who
fear the investigation of their actions.
Thomas Jéérson

B Rt ol

L]

F

Wherever despotism abounds, the sources
of public information are the first to be
brought under its control. Where ever the
cause of liberty is making its way, one of
its highest accomplishments is the
guarantee of the freedom of the press.
Calvin Coolidge
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In Our Thoughts...

Betty H reports that her back surgery was a
complete success. She is home, feeling better
and getting stronger every day. She is very
thankful for her sister and her husband, Bob,

for taking such good care of her. She is not

ready for visitors, but cards are very much
appreciated. She says, "Thank you!" to all who
signed the card for her.

Bob and Issa G shared a candle of joy

because they visited OCUUC member Betty H,
who is now walking and was happy about her
progress. Visits are possible but please get
permission ahead of time.

Meg W shared her joy in welcoming back
Charles G, long time member of OCUUC. The
congregation was glad to see him back at

church.

Michael K shared his joy at leaving tomorrow

for Margaret River, Western Australia to see

their grandchildren in person for t he first
time in nearly three years
Anonymous Frustrated Parent
that it is indeed possible to survive parenting

shared hope

a teenager. Anonymous is truly trying to

believe that. However , there are days,
minutes, hours, when A. has ha  d doubts and
asks that we send MUCH NEEDED prayers for
parenting to help parents get through these
tough years .

Jan Rlit a candle of joy and sorrow saying

that she misses her wonderful mom who died

6 years ago at the ripe old age of 94. Jan
celebrated her mo md190th birthday on the
4th of February.

Gina M shared a candle of sorrow for the loss

of Bubbles, the family?d

(continued)

In Our Thoughts... (continued)

JoLynn | lit a candle of joy for being part of the
Screen Actors Guild community and for her
chance to be a part of their award ceremony.
Aaron and & Amelia N shared their concern for
their sister -in- law, Jennifer N, who recently
had surgery for brain cancer. They pray for
her recovery.

Shirley T shared a candle of joy and sorrow
because she is looking forward to having her
spine straightened out later this month but

sad to have to undergo the process and the
rehab time.

Simone B shared a candle of hope because she
is undergoing her second knee joint
replacement surgery in early March.
you all keep her in your thoughts.
Staycie S shared a candle of joy because
$3,000 was raised for emergency relief
supplies for homeless individuals at the Santa
Ana Civic Center this week.

She asks

Several candles of joy were shared for  Bonnie
W from Pat M, and Tom and Nancy L, because
she is doing well after her quadruple bypass
surgery. She is open to having visitors at the
Seacliff Rehab Center in Huntington Beach.
Raychel L shared a candle of hope because her
son lan had his Individual Education Plan (IEP)
for special education meeting on

Tuesday. She is hopeful help and resources
will be on the way.

Mahsa C shared a candle of sorrow for every
mother, child, father, sister and brother who

have been separated from their loved ones in
recent weeks .
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Calendar of Events at OCUUC

Sunday Services: 10:30 am

Wednesday, March 1%
Worship Committee Meeting, Victoria Room, 7pm
Covenant Group, Youth Room, 7pm

Thursday, March 2"
Read Across America Day
Choir Rehearsal, Daniels Hall, 7:30pm

Friday, March 3
Luminescence, Daniels Hall, 7pm

Saturday, March 4
Exploring OCUUC, Victoria Room, 9am

Sunday, March 5"
Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am
Atheist/Humanist Group, Victoria Room, 12:15 pm

Monday, March 6"
OCUUC Book Group, Victoria Room, 7:30 pm

Wednesday, March 8"
Comm. on Ministry, Minister's Office, 7pm

Thursday, March 9t

Caring Committee, Victoria Room, 11am
PAC Meeting, Minister's Office, 7pm
Choir Rehearsal, Daniels Hall, 7:30 pm

Saturday, March 11t

Spring Wildflowers Hike, Irvine Reg. Park, 9:30 am
Stitchwits, Panera Bread, 17th St. in CM, 11am
Canvass Dinner, Daniels Hall & Courtyard, 5:30 pm

Sunday, March 12t

Daylight Saving Time starts

Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am
Nonfiction Book Club, Victoria Room, 12 pm
LGBT Action Group Lunch, Suite 4, 12 pm

Monday, March 13
Covenant Group, Youth Room, 7pm

Wednesday, March 15t

Covenant Group, Youth Room, 10:30 am

NMI Interfaith Luncheon, Daniels Hall, 11:30 am
Finance Council, Victoria Room, 7pm

(continued)

(continued)

Thursday, March 16
Choir Rehearsal, Daniels Hall, 7:30 pm

Friday, March 17"
St. Patrick’s Day

Saturday, March 18t
Open Mic Night, Daniels Hall, 6 pm

Sunday, March 19

Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am

3 Sunday Potluck Lunch, 11:45am

Town Hall Discussion, Daniels Hall 11:45am

Monday, March 20
Spring Equinox

Wednesday, March 22"
Board of Trustees Meeting, Victoria Room, 7:30pm

Thursday, March 23™
Choir Rehearsal, Daniels Hall, 7:30 pm

Saturday, March 25t
Religions of the World, Victoria Room, 7 pm

Sunday, March 26

Meditation Group, Youth Room, 9:45 am
Sunday Service, Daniels Hall, 10:30 am
Town Hall Discussion, Daniels Hall 11:45am
OCUUC Men, Youth Room, 11:45 am
Women's Circle, Victoria Room, 11:45 am

Thursday, March 30"
Choir Rehearsal, Daniels Hall, 7:30 pm

Friday, March 315t
Cesar Chavez Day
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Mark your calendars —
Luminescence o March 3
Canvass Dinner o March 11

Newport Mesa Irvine Interfaith
Luncheon at OCUUC! & March 15

Open Mic Night & March 18

Orange Coast Unitarian Universalist Church
2845 Mesa Verde Drive East
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
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